Historical notes on the USNA Alumni Tampa Bay Chapter

[bookmark: _Hlk79055143]Research on the history of the USNA Alumni Tampa Bay Chapter is a coordinated effort by chapter members willing to assist gathering and reporting on the formation, activities and events that have and will continue to shape our fine chapter.
Credit for the earliest beginnings of the chapter goes to Warren G. Hahn ’60, who in 1972 began the formation.  It took a great deal of effort to communicate often with alumni headquarters in Annapolis and any alumni in the Tampa Bay area.  Communicating in those times was necessary by phone, mailings, letters, and paper documents.  This took a lot of time and effort by Warren and some of his earliest alumni helpers from multiple classes.  Many thanks to Warren and others who did much of the work in their “spare time”.  
Some of the early research began with accumulating chapter notes from past issues of Shipmate, which was done by Steve Swift ‘87.  His editorial notes include the following:
· NO Tampa Bay Area Entries in 1976-1977 ISSUES (assuming none before that)
· There are some references to Tampa in the class sections and obituaries, but he did not pull out each of those, likely just some coming and goings of people to Tampa, and not as much about the chapters.
· Formats on the entries are not very clean since a copy and paste from a pdf.  He did not spend time cleaning them up.
· He checked all issues from 1976-March 1979; after that point reverted to just the first two issues of the year (initially JAN-FEB, MAR issues – to capture the Army-Navy game and other beginning of the year items)
· Data call was completed in 2021, Shipmate magazines after are more readily available now.

Presidents for USNAAA - Tampa Bay Chapter
1972- July 1987  -- Warren Hahn ’60 (Informal start in 1972, resulting in formal recognition as a chapter in 1977.  Also, starting August 1987, Warren was working for a year at NAVFAC in Charleston, commuting to Tampa every week or two on weekends. From August 88 to July 89, he was with 6th Engineering Squadron at MacDill, and started Hahn Engineering in August 89)

August 1987 -December 1989  -- Mike Burnes ‘73 (no Shipmate entries in 1987 and the only one in 1988 (May – shown below) and only one in 1989 (April – shown below), and they don’t show or indicate any leadership for the chapter, and the entire Chapter News section is very light compared to just after)

January 1990- July 1995  		Mac Fossett ’58 (lives in Tampa Bay area)
July 1995- April 1997			Walter Havenstein ’71 (lives in NC now)
May 1997- June 1997  			William (Buck) Collins ’71 (lives in Valrico still)
July 1997- September1998 		Jack Gantley ’69 (passed)
October 1998- April 2000  		Michael Kennedy ’79 (lives in Maryland)
April 2000- January 2001		Kristi Watt ’92 (lives in Maryland) (first VP was Terry Silva ’73)
February 2001-December 2014	 	John Kamen ’77 (lives in South Tampa)
January 2015- December 2018		Don Aiken ’78 (lives in South Tampa)
January 2018- 2023			Chris Heath ’72 (lives in East Tampa)
January 2023 – Present			Jane Lochner ‘84 (lives in Pinellas)



JAN/FEB 1978 ISSUE (appears to be first issue that had a Tampa Bay Entry)

TAMPA BAY AREA
Mr. Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachway Drive
Tampa FL 33609

An organizational meeting of a Tampa Bay Area Chapter of the Alumni Association was held on 18 October 1977 with twenty-three alumni present; an additional forty-six had indicated interest in a local chapter, but were unable to make the meeting on this particular date.  Warren G. Hahn '60 has been chosen to direct the information distribution during the formative period and RAdm. Michael P. Russillo USN (Ret.) '27 will assist in the meeting arrangements, particularly bending his efforts to include the Class of 1927 in the early efforts.  Meetings are planned initially for once a quarter, becoming more frequent after the Chapter has gotten underway.  In one of the first get togethers, the Chapter organized an Army-Navy football game viewing at the Holiday Inn in Tampa.  West Point alumni were invited to participate as well.  The Tampa Chapter will include the Clearwater, Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and surrounding.  All alumni are encouraged to participate in this new effort.

MARCH 1978 ISSUE

TAMPA BAY AREA
Mr. Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachwav Drive
Tampa FL 33609

The fledging Tampa Bay Chapter held its second meeting as an Army-Navy get-together at the Holiday Inn Airport in Tampa on November I9. Over fifty members and friends came to watch the game on the large screen furnished by the Holiday Inn.  Under the leadership of R.Adm. Michael P. Russillo USN (Ret.) ‘27.  Organization of the Alumni in the Tampa Bay area is moving apace.  Over 115 Alumni have indicated interest in membership in the local Chapter.  The next meeting is planned on board USS MCCORD when the ship returns from retro-fit.

MAY 1978 ISSUE (no APR entry, and no entries for rest of 1978)

TAMPA BAY AREA
Mr. Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachway Drive
Tampa FL 33609

Activities in the Tampa-St. Petersburg area were primarily highlighted by an impromptu meeting of the Class of 1946 contingent on 5 March when the longtime Class Corresponding Secretary, Capt. Charles "Daisy" Wilhoit USNR of San Diego, came to the Sunshine Coast of Florida to visit family and "look up as many '46ers" as possible.  Marcia and Charlie Guy hosted the brief reunion of the "largest USNA" Class on their cruiser SEA TOY in Tampa.  Among those attending were: RAdm. Paul Boyd and wife Jo, and "Red" and Alice Twible from Sarasota; Scott and Jean Parrish and Jim and Marie Wallace from Tarpon Springs; K. I. McKay from Tampa; John and Margaret Penny with Louise and Jack Adams from Madeira Beach and Seminole; and "Daisy's" bride, Patricia, and other family.

MARCH 1979 ISSUE (no JAN/FEB ISSUE entries - reverted to 2 issues a year after this point)

TAMPA BAY AREA
Mr. Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachway Drive
Tampa FL 33609

Approximately 35 Tampa Bay Area Alumni and families got together at the Host International Hotel at Tampa, Florida to cheer on the football team for the Army-Navy Game on December 2, 1978. Alumni attending were Baxter Billingsley, '32, Anthony Corin, '39, Pat Curtin, '52, Joseph Epstein, '62, Bob Fletcher, '38, Bob Flynn, '58, Warren Hahn, '60, Bob Hanmore, '53, Ralph Moon, Jr. '47, Scottie Parrish, '46, Frank Price, Jr., '41, Ralph Scheiderhelm, '47, and Eric Wieler, '55.  Obviously, the group had a little more "magic" than they did when they went to cheer on Navy at the Navy-FSU game two weeks earlier in Tallahassee.  Warren Hahn, the president of the Tampa Bay Chapter, indicated that plans were underway for a Gourmet Dinner Get-Together during the month of January or February and an orientation talk regarding the Readiness Command at MacDill A.F.B. sometime during March or April.  All those from the Tampa Bay Area (Tampa, St. Pete, Clearwater, Largo, Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakeland) should contact Warren Hahn at 813/886-6675 for details.

MARCH 1980 ISSUE (no JAN/FEB 1980 issue)

TAMPA BAY AREA 
Mr. Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachway Drive 
Tampa FL 33609 

Through the hospitality and courtesy of Ed Adkins '49, the Tampa Bay Chapter was able to celebrate Navy's victory over Army in November as a loudly cheering cohesive group.  The following, plus spouses and friends, were in attendance: Baxter Billingsley '32, John Camera '41, Tony Coryn '39, Art Fisher, 
Jr. '37, Art Fisher, III '62, Robert Hetcher '38, Bob Flynn '58, Jack Hilbum '44, Warren Hahn '60, Elwin Christner, Jr. '54, Gaeton Long '60, Frank Penney '41. Richard Phipps '43, and Hubert Reece '37. The entire group had a great time and the hospitality of the Palma Ceia Country Club extended by Ed Adkins is appreciated by all.

JAN-FEB 1981 ISSUE (no entry for MAR 1981)

TAMPA BAY AREA
Mr. Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachway Drive
Tampa FL 33609

The Tampa Bay Chapter held its first meeting of the '80-'81 year along with an Army-Navy Game get-together at the MacDill Air Force Base Officers' Club. The Chapter is undergoing its yearly membership drive and has 81 Alumni from the area signed up with local dues paid to date. There are some 3(X) Alumni listed in the area and our goal is to sign-up at least 50% of the local area Alumni. We are at
53% of our goal.  The following members and their families were in attendance cheering Navy on to its victory:  John H. Penny '46; Chris Christoph '48; R. W. Flynn '58; Bob Fletcher '38; A. E. Coryn '39; A. W. Fisher, Fr. '37; H. W. Sealy '32; Ralph Moon, Jr. '47; E. B. Billingsley '32; Frank Pierce, Jr. '41; and Warren G. Hahn, ’60 Tampa Bay Chapter President.  Any Alumnus that has recently moved into the area interested in receiving the notices of meetings, please contact the Chapter President as follows: Warren G. Hahn, P. E., c/o Johnson Controls, Inc., 7020 Anderson Road, Tampa FL 33614; telephone Tampa, 886-6675; Clearwater, 585-7482; Sarasota, 336-8262. 

MAR 1982 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB 1982)

TAMPA Bay Area
Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beach way Dr.
Tampa FL 33609

On Saturday, December 5, 1981, 21 Tampa Bay area Alumni, and an additional 30 guests, friends and relatives, gathered at the MacDill Air Force Base Officers' Club to cheer on Navy at the annual Army/Navy Game Get-Together. This year there were six opposing West Point Alumni leading competitive cheers. Decorating the Officers' Club wall was a "Go Navy-Beat Army" sign with Bill the Goat, which was especially prepared by the Warren G. Hahn, '60 family (along with Nancy Spielberger, drag of absent Midn. David Hahn '85).  Alumni attending were Ed Adkins '49, (Mrs.) Mary Andrews '29, Bob Bosser '62, Tom Dabney '36, Art Fisher '37, Bob Fletcher '38, R. S. Giles '47, Hank Glindeman '46, Warren Hahn '60, Mel Long '61, Jim Lynn '50, BiU Nielsen '73, Mike Ryan '66, (Mrs.) Edna Sanford '36, Paul Schratz '39, Dan Schroeder '61, Steve Smith '59, Karl Sommerslatte '45, Randy Totten '61, Dick VanLandingham '58, and Tony Zaccagnino '62.  The Tampa Bay Chapter reports, that of the over 350 Alumni in the Tampa Bay/West Coast Florida area, over 112 have returned their yearly suggestion card and have paid their local dues.  The Tampa Bay Chapter is planning for over 50% of local Alumni participation by scheduling three additional meetings to be held at the Tampa Bay area — late Winter — and late Spring — early Fall.  Details will be mailed

MAR 1983 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB 1983)

TAMPA BAY Area
Warren G. Hahn ‘60
4506 W. Beachway Dr.
Tampa FL 33609

Again, this year, the MacDill Air Force Base Officers' Club was the location for the Tampa Bay Area Alumni Chapter to meet and cheer the Navy team on to victory on Saturday, December 4.  Chapter President, Warren G. Hahn '60, coordinated the event, which this year included the parents of midshipmen presently at the Academy.  Alumni in attendance were Bob Bosser '62, Eric Wieler '55, Mr. Schristner, Gary Greenwood '76, Richard Brown '69, Robert Flynn '58, Bruce Scott '72, Gaeton Long '60, Jim Delesie '62, Anthony Coryn '39, Warren Hahn '60, Mr. Krammer, Roy Collins '56, Jack Pate '45, Tom Seigle '65, Art Fischer '37, Frank Meyer '50, Bob McMillin '74, Art Gillis '44, Robert Moore, '32, Wayne Lynn '66, Ed Dissette '34 and Walt Snyder '37. Also included were parents of midshipmen, Mr. and Mrs. Leithauser, Mr. and Mrs. Merriman, Mr. and Mrs. Peterson, Mr. and Mrs. Rodnit, Mrs. Stolley and Mr. and Mrs. Long.  Anyone requiring any further information concerning the Tampa Bay Alumni Chapter, please contact Warren G. Hahn at home 813/831-4943 and business — 813/886-6675.

MAR 1984 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB 1984)

TAMPA BAY
Warren G. Hahn ‘60
Johnson Controls, Inc.
7020 Anderson Road
Tampa FL 33614

On November 25, 1983 (SWIFT NOTE – this was the Army-Navy Game in Pasadena, CA – I was a plebe), approximately 21 Alumni plus their guests, including the widows of Alumni, plus the parents of five midshipmen presently at the Academy and their guests, gathered at the Officers' Club at MacDill AFB to cheer Navy on to another victory over Army.  Alumni present were Mel Long '61, Tony Coryn '61, Carl
Gains '68, Alan Coins '61, Mike Burnes '73, Craig Scott '73, Chuck Greenwood '50, Gaeton Long '60, A. T. Ford '44, Scotty Parrish '46, Don Weldon '46, Rich Brown '69, Leroy Collins '56, James Tidd '59, Guy Helmick '26, Warren Hahn '60, C. B. Hunter '54, Art Fischer '37, Mike Ryan '66, the widow of John Andrews '29, Bo Munch 'USMA '62, and the parents of midshipmen presently at the Academy, Mr. and Mrs. Alan Coins, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Merriman, Mr. and Mrs. Andy Rodnite, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hahn, and Mrs. D. Ivorry.  Enthusiasm was strong for the planning of the Spring Meeting, which could perhaps include joint meeting of the Parents Club and the Tampa Chapter.

MAR 1985 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB 1985) – Format changed and had to copy and paste images instead of copying and pasting text. 

[image: ]

MAR 1986 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB 1986) 

[image: ]

[image: ]


NO ISSUES WITH TAMPA CHAPTER ENTRIES IN 1987

MARCH 1988 from 1960 Class Section – 1988 (he was concentrating on himself instead of the chapter?!  LOL)

Hahn who now hangs his hat somewhere between Tampa, Florida, and Sommerville. South Carolina:
After 32 years, I've come full circle. I'm back in the Navy, kind of! Here I am in Charleston as a
three-month civil .service employee of the Southern Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command
commuting to Tampa. Florida! Over 27 years ago,after leaving the Academy and joining other stalwart new Marines in Quantico I was married to Patricia, the day after Christmas. After Quantico and a short training stint at Camp Lejuene. I spent 13 months with the 3rd Marine Division acting as an "advisor" to our Southeast Asia allies. During this time our eldest son, Michael, was born, I saw him first at nine months, not unlike other Classmates' situations. Since then, he has graduated with his BS and MS degrees in mechanical engineering from Georgia Tech and just married Andrea this past Thanksgiving. He is now studying for a doctorate at Tech. After the 3rd MarDiv I spent Iwo years in Barstow, California, as the maintenance officer and then as ops officer for the public works dept. Our second son, David, was born there.  He graduated from USNA in '85 and is now a qualified nuclear power officer aboard the boomer PULASKI. He and his wife, Nancy (and next year to be first grandchild) are my roommates in their home in Summerville.  South Carolina, while I'm still commuting biweekly to Tampa.  After my tour in Barstow, I left active duty and joined Johnson Controls, first in Milwaukee and later in Appleton as a sales engineer During this period I learned a great deal about the heating ventilating and air conditioning industry and became registered as a professional engineer.  Also, during that lime our third son, Jeffrey, came aboard. He too is a USNA type and will graduate this Spring, Several years later Charles, our fourth
son, came into our lives. He is now at Georgia Southern College as a freshman with a swimming scholarship. In '72 the company transferred me to Tampa as branch manager Patricia is a claims adjuster
for USAA in Tampa. After almost 20 years with Johnson I left to become VP of Engineering for Astron Mechanical in Tampa, Astron was subsequently purchased but I wasn't. So, I am now again with the Navy in their southern design division doing mechanical engineering and design review in Charleston for all the Navy facilities in the southern all that great, but until things settle down. Classmates in either local are invited local, or better yet, buy me a beer! Sorry this letter is so long.  In the last Class column you mentioned someone's shortest response, well, this may be the longest, PS, When in Annapolis last month, I stopped to see the Class Memorial and it is great, makes you slow down and contemplate what it's all about.

MAY 1988 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB, MAR, APR 1988) 

TAMPA BAY
Mike Burnes ‘73

Alumni and guests of the Tampa Bay West Point and Naval Academy Alumni Chapters, as well as parents of the Florida Suncoast Parents Club, gathered for the annual Army-Navy game party. Alumni included: Howard "Bo" Heininger ‘47, John H. Penny '46, Anthony E. Coryn "39, Rut Flynn "59, J. L. Arrington II ‘39, Robert W Flynn ‘58, Frank Woods '57, Mike Burnes '73, Derek Meek "80, Alan Christner, Jr. ‘54, Melvin H. Long ‘61, John Carter ‘76, Pat Finnigan '35, and their guests.  Seventeen members of the Suncoast Parents Club and 24 members of the West Point Alumni Association were also in attendance.

APR 1989 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB, MAR, 1989)

TAMPA BAY
Mike Burnes ‘73

The Tampa Bay United States Naval Academy Alumni Association Chapter held their annual Army-Navy football game party on 3 December 1988 at Casa Gallardo in Tampa. Those present included: Donald & Florence McClenahan '44, James & Suzie Shay '57, Robert Flynn '58, Tony & Suzanne Zaccagnino ‘62 and guest, M.R. Fossett, Jr. ‘58, and guest, Pierce Ferriter ‘56 and guest, Carl & Deborah
Gaines '68, Derek Meek '80, Warren Hahn '60, W.B. Collins '71, Gaeton Long '60, Albert & Nel Rasmussen '58, and Hugh Palmer '58.  Any Alumnus in the Tampa Bay area interested in being a part of the activities of this Chapter should call Mike Burnes’73 at 725-1710 (Home-Clearwater) or 289-3824 (Work-Tampa).

MAR 1990 ISSUE (no entry for JAN-FEB 1990)

TAMPA BAY
LCol. Malcolm Fossett USAF (Ret.)
13981 Oak Forest Blvd.
Seminole, Fla. 34646

On 9 December members of the Tampa Bay Alumni Chapter met at Casa Gallardo in Tampa to watch the Army-Navy Game. Those in attendance were Don and Florence McClenahan '44, John and Margaret Penny '46, Claire Woltman Michre '48, Kent A. and Martha McKnight '54, Bob Flynn '58 and his guest Ann Anderson, Tony Anderson (a future Naval Aviator), Chris Flynn (a future Naval flight surgeon) and Bob's daughter Ann Flynn, Hugh Palmer '58, Mac Fossett '58, Bill and Patty McMenamin '70, and Mike and Becky Bumes '73.  The names of those who promise to make this Chapter more active in the coming year were also announced.  These new officers are: Mac Fossett '58, President; Kent A. McKnight '58, Vice President; John Carter '76, Secretary and Mike Bumes '73 Treasurer. Bob Flynn '58 and Jay Brown '62 will also serve as program directors. Those in the Tampa area who want to help this Chapter grow should contact Mac Fossett in Seminole, Florida, at (813) 397-8271 or Mike Bumes at (813) 725-1710 (home) or 578-4440, X252 (work).

****
JAN-FEB 1991 ISSUE (no other 1991 entries MAR-JUN)

TAMPA BAY 
Mac Fossett ‘58
10563 2nd Way N. #A 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33716 
813-577-6003 

The Chapter met at the Casa Gallardo restaurant in Tampa for their annual Army-Navy Game bash. Attending were Hugh and Pat Palmer '58, Pierce and Silvia Ferriter '56, Bob Flynn '58 and guests Barbara McLay, Phyllis Redick, and Kelly Glynn, Mac Fossett '58, Carl and Debbie Gaines '68, Warren Hahn '60, Mark and Marcia Krivonak '71, Don and Flo McClenahan '44, Kent and Martha McKnight '54, Guy and Joanne Nickerson '62, John Penny '46, and Larry and Ely Weaver '59. The group was quiet through most of the first half but an ample supply of Margueritas and beer kept spirits high. Enthusiasm increased with the touchdown at the end of the first half and positively soared with Navy's second touchdown. However, Army's comeback subdued the crowd. At the end, all agreed that the party was a success, and that the Navy gave it their best, even though the final score was disappointing. A February luncheon will be scheduled to organize more Chapter functions.

MAR 1992 ISSUE (No entries for JAN/FEB)

TAMPA BAY 
Mac Fossett ‘58 
386 Buckingham Place 
Pahn Harbor, Fla. 34684 
(813) 787-6348

The Tampa Bay Chapter held their annual Army-Navy game football party at the Casa Gallardo Restaurant in Tampa. Attendance was down this year, perhaps Navy's record kept them away. Those attending had a good time and were certainly pleased with the Navy win.  Attending the party were Steve Bostwick '62 and Terry Rosenberg, Pierce and Silvia Ferriter '56, Bob Flynn '58 and son-in-law, Tony Anderson, Mac and Dianne Fossett '58, Warren Hahn '60, Gaeton Long '60, Don and Flo McClenahan '44, Kent and Martha McKnight '54, Hugh Palmer '58, John Penny '46, and Leroy Collins '56. Bob Flynn, currently a Physics professor at the University of South Florida, announced that he would be leaving in the summer for a one year tour as a visiting professor at the Air Force Academy. Mike Burnes '73, the man who kept the chapter going for several years was out of town for the game and will be leaving the area soon. The possibility of a late Winter or early Spring meeting was discussed and the McKnights offered their condominium party room for the meeting.

JAN/FEB 1993 ISSUE 

TAMPA BAY 
Mac Fossett ‘58
386 Buckingham PI. 
Palm Harbor, Fla. 
34684 (813) 787-6348

The annual Army-Navy game party was held at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club. It was a joint party with the West Point Society. We were outnumbered five to one, which we felt were about the right odds. All in attendance agreed that it was a great party, and we plan to have a joint party again next year. It would be nice to even out the odds a little, so if you are interested, please contact me.  We were able to cheer for most of the game, but unfortunately, we were drowned out at the end. In attendance were: Mike and Pam Bolier '67; Steve Bostwick '62; Joe and Elizabeth Doak '45; Pierce and Sylvia Ferriter '56; Mac and Dianne Fossett '58; Carl and Debbie Gaines '68; Warren Hahn '60; Gaeton Long '60; Peer and Sigrid Lovfald '54; Don and Flo McClenahan '44; Hugh and Pat Palmer '58; Walt and Betty Roeser '57; Sam and Audrey Swart '58; Bob Flynn '58 is a visiting professor at the Air Force Academy this year and could not attend, but he sent us a note wishing us well and extending an invitation to visit. I would like to see if we could make the Tampa Bay Chapter more active. So, please call me if you are interested in participating or have any ideas for possible functions.

JAN/FEB 1994 ISSUE 

TAMPA BAY 
Mac Fossett ‘58
386 Buckingham Place 
Palm Harbor, Fla. 34684 
(813) 787-6348 

The first meeting of the year was on 2 November and was an organizational luncheon, held at the Countryside Country Club, in Clearwater, FL. In attendance were; Fred Beckham '63, Jay Brown '62, J. B. Davis '58, Pierce Ferriter '56, Mac Fossett '58, Jack Gantley '69, Mark Krivonak '71, Kent McKnight '54, Hugh Palmer '58, Walt Roeser '57, and Jim Shay '57. Officers for the coming year are; President—Mac Fossett; Vice President—J. B. Davis; Secretary/Treasurer—Hugh Palmer; Networking Chairman —Fred Beckham; and Over-The-Wall Chairman— Kent McKnight. Plans were made to increase the frequency of meetings and participation in Chapter events. It was decided that the members present at the meeting would divide up the latest listing of Alumni Association members in the area and contact them to determine their interest in joining the Chapter. If you are in the area and have not been contacted, please contact Mac Fossett. The next Chapter functions were the Army-Navy game party at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club with the West Point Society and a luncheon scheduled for 1 February 1994 at the MacDill AFB Officer's Club. The Tampa Bay Chapter and the West Point Society held their second annual Army-Navy Game party at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club on 4 December. Over 200 Alumni, spouses and friends attended the party. Navy had approximately 90 supporters, a four-fold increase from last year and too many to individually name all the attendees. The party was enjoyed by all (except for the final result) and plans have been initiated to do it again next year. The Class of '34 had the senior attendees with Colin MacKenzie ‘34 and Chet Silver ’34 and their spouses. Tawny Mercer '90 was the junior attendee. The youngest Navy fan was Katelyn Kans, 9 months, daughter of Michelle and Keith Kans '88.  Chapter support is growing. The next meeting is scheduled for 1 February 1994. All Alumni in the area who are interested in joining the chapter contact Mac Fossett.

MAR 1995 ISSUE (no JAN/FEB 1995 entry – in JAN/FEB issue - first time though that the entries are listed if they have no report, and they are listed by state now)

Tampa Bay Chapter 
LtCol Malcolm R. Fossett, Jr, USAF (Ret.) '58 
386 Buckingham Place Palm Harbor, FL 34684 
(H) (813)787-6348

The Third Annual joint Army-Navy Game Party for the Tampa Bay Area was held at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club. For the third time, the Army alumni outnumbered those from USNA. We apologize to the rest of the Navy fans; there seems to be a correlation between our attendance at this event and the results on the field. We intend to do better next year. (Who can believe that a 5 point margin is the difference between three wins and three losses?) For the record, the total number of USNA attendees at the Party was 75. The senior class was represented by Mrs. Merrill (Edna) Sanford '36. The junior class representative was Lt. Christine Heiser '89. The class of '58 had the most in attendance. 

On 19 January, the Service Academy Graduate Business Networking Group met. Our guest speaker was Scott Hitchcock, the local Dale Carnegie Systems licensee. We learned a little about how to meet people at a social gathering with the purpose of building relationships. Of course, we have all done this in the past, but it is a little more difficult when no one is wearing identifiable insignia or badges of affiliation. All attendees seemed to enjoy the presentation and left knowing just a little more than they did when they arrived. The mission of the Business Networking Group is "To Promote the business and professional interests of area service academy graduates as they transition to civilian careers." There are a wide variety of professionals at the meetings including lawyers, bankers, employment specialists, investment advisors, entrepreneurs, and established business owners. There are active-duty people from the local Air Force base who are interested in career planning as well as civilian alumni who are looking for new opportunities. We welcome as members any service academy alumni and have a relatively even mix from all the academies in the group. The next function of the Naval Academy Alumni Association will be held on April 4th, at the Countryside Country Club in Palm Harbor. In addition, there will be a social event similar to last year's dinner cruise. We plan on having the party on a Saturday night in May. If you live in the area but are not yet active, please make contact with Mac Fossett 813-787-6348 to get on our mailing list.

JAN/FEB 1996 (Steve Swift’s first entry – and last for about 5 years!)

Tampa Bay Chapter 
Col Walter Havenstein, USMCR '71 
10520 Vonn Road Largo, FL 34644 
H: 813-593-2198

I guess that I ought to be philosophical. After all I didn't have a B-robe bet on it. Still, even though I admit that I still don't know anything about football, I have to wonder Why, with 8:25 left in the fourth quarter and the possibility of putting the game beyond an Army touchdown, did he go for it? The Army alumni at the next table were even more mystified than I. Well as they used to say in Flatbush, "Wait 'til next year!" If we couldn't win the game, we more than held our own at the party. The St. Petersburg Yacht Club put forth their usual first-class effort and the combined Army and Navy alumni chapters watched the game with great camaraderie and some heckling. (With apologies to "Casablanca," I was shocked, simply shocked, to find heckling going on at an Army-Navy game!) 

Attending for Navy were: Mike and Linda Albano '74; Bill and Caryn Bain '73; Fred and Gloria Beckham '63; Doug and Martha Berry ‘69; David and Kathy Bliesner '83; Michael Bolier '67; Buck and Margarita Collins '71; Tim and Allison Daseler ' 84; Jack and June Fidel '39; Mac Fossett '58; Jack Gantley '69; Warren and Pat Hahn '60; Kim and Terry Harding '85; Walt and Judy Havenstein '71; Bob and Betty Hayes '45; Richard Hunt '82; Keith and Michelle Kans '88; Bob and Nickie Kasten '45; Monroe and Barbara King '58; Mark and Marcia Krivonak '71; Gaeton Long '60; Mike and Diane Lops '69; Ellen McCarthy '59; Don and Flo McLenahan '44; Harry and Claire Monroe; Dave and Teresa Olson '79; Rich Olson; Hugh Palmer '58; Jim Parks '71; Al and Nell Rasmussen '43; Byron and Barbara Ruble '50; Bud Sawyer '74; Terry and Sally Silva '73; Fred Spence ‘72; Sam and Audrey Swart '58; Steve Swift '87; and Larry and Elly Weaver '59. 

Remember that the next luncheon will be at 1200 on 7 February in the MacDill Air Force Base Officers' Club. For a speaker we will have the CO of the NROTC unit at the University of Florida who will give us his perceptions on the NROTC and Academy programs. Reservations (and checks) as usual go to the Treasurer, Mark Krivonak ’71.

JAN/FEB 1997 

Tampa Bay Chapter 
Col Walter Havenstein, USMCR '71 
10520 Vonn Road 
Largo, FL 34644 
H: 813-593-2198

The Chapter gathered with our Army brethren for this year's contest in the Mangy Moose Restaurant of the Turtle Club in Clearwater. All hands considered it a tremendous success except for the final score of the game. I don't suppose that the Brigade liked it much either, but hopefully the trip to Honolulu will take a little bit of the sting out. They also may need the trip to finally warm up after the so called "weather" that the game was played in. Attending the gathering this year were: Claudia and Ed Adkins '49; Linda and Mike Albano '74; Bud Alexander '56; Dick Ardavany '61; Marti and Doug Berry '69; Kathy and Dave Bliesner '83; Joanne and Ken Castelano '65; Alan Christner '54; Maureen and Jack Clifford '72; Margarita and Buck Collins '71; Gwyn Crump '84; Sylvia and Pierce Ferriter '56; Bob Flynn '58; Rut Flynn '59; Mac Fossett '58; Pat and Warren Hahn '60; Sam Henderson '67; Robert Kowalski '89; Marcia and Mark Krivonak '71; Beth and Gaeton Long '60; Diane and Michael Lops '69; Peer Lovfald '54; Steve Martin '71; Flo and Don McLenahan '44; Tina and Mike McDermott '75; Bill McMenamin '70; Jody and Tom Mitchell '69; Hugh Palmer '58; Rob Peterman '76; Valerie and Gary Polansky '69; Babs and Wally Ponder '43; David Pryde '79; Nell and Ras Rasmussen '43; Barbara and Byron Ruble '50; Bud Sawyer '74; Fred Spence '72; Rick Strickland '67; Sharon and Jim Tidd '59; Elly and Larry Weaver '59; and Nancy Winkler. Don't forget to come out for the February Fiesta. Mac Clark promises another one of his original extravaganzas that he claims will best even his Oktoberfest showing! See you there. Buck Collins '71
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The big news of course is the end of the Army game drought. I rather enjoyed it myself, but it's funny how the Army people who had been calling me after the game for the past few years didn't seem to be amused. It just goes to show that the quality of mercy is still not strained that we didn't go for that last touchdown. Too bad. This year's gathering was again at the Turtle Club near the St. Petersburg airport; and although we didn't have quite as many attendees as the dark gray side of the force, we were close. The gathering was enjoyed by all (of us), and we again owe our thanks to the organizing committee led by Dave Olson ‘79. 

The attendees were: Dick Ardavany '61, Caryn Bain '73, Joyce and Harry Barrett '61, Marti and Doug Barry '69, Mike Bolier '67, Diana Carlson '88, Alan Christner '54, Maureen and Jack Clifford '72, Becky and Bob Courtney '52, Lillian and Tom Dabney '36, J. B. Davis '58, Sylvia and Peirce Ferriter '56, Bob Flynn '58, Rut Flynn '59, Mac Fossett '58, Deborah and Carl Gaines '68, Jack Gantley '69, Jill and Sam Henderson '67, Donna Huber '92, Mike Jacqmin '63, Mike Johnson '81, Marcia and Mark Krivonak '71, Beth and Gaeton Long '60, Diane and Mike Lops '69, Florence and Don McClenahan '44, Steve McDonald '65, Kent McKnight '54, JoAnne and Jerry O'Donnell '69, Teresa and Dave Olson '79, Hugh Palmer '58, Valerie and Gary Polansky '69, Elizabeth and Spencer Robbins '43, Paul Ross '69, Conrad Seagroves '54, Joanne and Jonathan Smith '84, Cathy and Ray Smith '67, Brett Sturken '86, Evin Thompson '82, Ely and Larry Weaver '59 and Mark Wilhelmy '72. 

The November luncheon was held at the MacDill Air Force Base Officers Club. We were again lucky to have RADM Ray Smith '67, the Acting Commander-in-Chief of US Special Operations Command, and his bride, Kathy, as our guests of honor RADM Smith updated us on the capabilities of his Command for which there seems to be quite a demand in this Post-Cold War but re-millennium world. Thanks again to RADM Smith. The luncheon also gave Chapter President Jack Gantley '69 an opportunity to discuss the upcoming events calendar for the year. Foremost among these coming attractions is a chapter dinner that we hope to get off the ground during the winter months. Watch for the flyer The attendees were: Bud Alexander '56, Mac Clark '71, Buck Collins '71, Tim Corcoran '67, Robert Davis '61, Ollie Donelan '63, Greg Eisman '82, Mac Fossett '58, Jack Gantley '69, Betty and Bob Hayes '45, Mike Jacqmin '63, Mike Kennedy '79, Sam Kojm '82, Mark Krivonak '71, Pete Leniart '66, Mel Long '61, Dave Olson '79, Hugh Palmer '58, Gary Polansky '69, Paul Ross '69, Hugo Schmidt '42, Kathy and Ray Smith '67, Evin Thompson '82 and Mark Wilhelmy '72. 

Finally, this will be my last column which no doubt comes as a relief to some people—not least of all me. Terry Silva '73 has confessed to a previously repressed desire to exhibit his literary brilliance; and conceding that he probably won't be much worse than me, I have agreed to step aside. As Terry tends to be a colorful character (a tree full of macaws comes to mind), his contributions ought to be a refreshing change and ensure that I am quickly consigned to the oblivion that is the fate of all former Chapter secretaries. Best of luck to all.
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Despite the lack of correspondence, the Tampa Bay Chapter (TBC) is alive and well. The local USMA Alumni Chapter hosted the most recent, and heartbreaking. Navy/Army football game party, in the Club level at the new Raymond James Stadium, home of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Wonderful place, bad loss. Despite the game results, everyone raved about the facilities. We hope to return there for the next game; however, we anticipate an increase in admission/user fees. 

Speaking of user fees, the TBC is trying a novel approach to increase membership and attendance at Chapter events. The Chapter has approved using some Chapter funds to discount members' costs of attending and participating in Chapter events. Non-members would pay a slightly higher cost, so sign up and save. The annual Navy/Army golf tournament is scheduled for late May. This year. Army is responsible for organizing the event. So far, the Mules are opposed to returning to Bay Palms, the MacDill AFB golf course and are seeking alternative sites. Alumni, who are members of any the various clubs in the Tampa Bay Area, are requested to contact Brett Sturken '86 at; 813-840-5571, or sttirkeb@ socom,mil, if you'd like to nominate your course as a possible site for the golf tourney. As always, the TBC welcomes all visiting "snowbird" Alumni to attend our events and invite you to contact Mike Kennedy '79 at; 813-584- 7010, or mekennedy@ix.netcom.com. Go Navy!

*** Renewed updates in 2022
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Hail and Farewell
Fair winds and following seas to Mike Kennedy'79, our departing Chapter President, and his family. Mike has accepted a job (and a promotion) at U.S. Southern Command, requiring a move to Miami and another Alumni Chapter. We'll miss Mike for his offbeat humor and enthusiasm and wish him the best of luck in his new endeavors. Welcome Aboard to Kristi Hendricks '92. Although new to the area, Kristi has stepped up to the plate and has been elected the new President of the TBC. Kristi left active duty in December 1998 and is a consultant with KPMG. Her husband, Bryan, is a former "rotorhead" (CH-46s) from the University of South Carolina. They have two boys, Ben, and Ethan. We look forward to her leadership and the energy she brings to the position. To assist Kristi in her new position and lend a bit of continuity to her position is Terry Silva '73, the first chapter Vice President. Terry has served in a variety of positions in the Chapter and is a welcome addition in any role. We are putting together a calendar of events for this year, and as usual, would appreciate the input from all Alumni in the Tampa/St. Pete area, including visiting "Snowbirds." Chapter meeting are usually held at 5:30, the fust Wednesday of each Month at "Bella's" on Howard Ave. in South Tampa. For information, please contact Brett Sturken '86, 813-828-8241 or Mark Krivonak '71, 813-963-5519.
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[bookmark: _Hlk110251322]The Tampa Bay Chapter was proud to host Alumni Association and Naval Academy Foundation President and CEO George P. Watt '73, his wife, Peggy, and Steve Maconi from the Naval Academy Foundation, on 13 January at the Safety Harbor Resort and Spa. George gave the Chapter an overview of what he has been doing since taking the helm at the Association and how we, as Alumni, can use the services provided by the Association. He also addressed how the membership can help the Association fulfill its mission to help attract the best and brightest for admission to the Academy, through active involvement in the community. If anyone is interested in becoming a Blue & Gold Officer, or helping "on the side," please contact me and I will put you in touch with our area coordinators. If you know of a person who would make a great candidate for the Academy, or a guidance counselor who needs information about the Academy, again, contact me and we'll make sure the right folks connect. Attending the dinner were: Hugo Schmidt '42, Janet and Ralph Moon '47, Audrey and Ralph Scheidenhelm '47, Coleman
Brown '49, Barbara and Byron Ruble '50, Barbara and Bud Alexander '56, Barbara and Bob Flynn '58, LA. and Mac Fossett '58, Roland Johnson '59, Beth and Gaeton Long '60, Pat and Don Coughlin '62, Arthur Fisher '62, Sherry and Don Freese '63, Jane and Pete Leniart '66, Kitty and Mike Bolier '67, Valerie and Gary Polansky '69, Marcia and Mark Krivonak '71, Karen and Willy Bain '73, Sally and Terry Silva '73, Peggy and George Watt '73, Beth and Bud Sawyer '74, John Sarao '76, Karen and Brett Ayotte '78, Debbie and Mike Wilson '81, Diane and Brian Davis '88, Chris and Vince Scott '89, Christine and Bill Kuzmick '90, Linh and Alton Delane '91, Kristi Watt '92, and Brian Campbell '94.
After the dinner the Chapter presented George with a 1928 USNA miniature recovered from eBay. The owner could not be found, so the ring will stay in the Alumni Association's Ring Bank. Our next big event is the Annual Array-Navy Golf Tournament. The 2001 Army-Navy Annual Golf Match will be held on the Bay Course (South Course) at MacDill AFB on Friday, 4 May. We will send out a mailing with more details, but if you are interested in playing, or volunteering to help at the event, please contact me by phone or email. That way we can ensure we have your proper mailing address and email address. The Chapter's meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month at the Champion's Sports Pub in the Westshore Marriott at 5:30 p.m. And finally, by the time this is published, we should have our Web site up and running. It can be found at www.usna.com/Chapter/US/FL/TarapaBay. Any suggestions for the site are welcome.
G (for Gary?!)

JAN 2002 (very verbose writer took over I guess …)
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Recap of our USNA Monthly Alumni Chapter meeting at Champions at the Marriott (on Westshore—just north of 275 off the Westshore Exit) this past Wednesday. We are currently holding our local meetings the first Wednesday of the month from 5:30 p.m.—7 p.m.! However, note: due to New Years Day falling on Tuesday, we are holding January's meeting on Wednesday, 9 January from 5:30 p.m.—7 p.m. Although we had two new members attend, we continue to carryover the "kitty" of $30 to continue the tradition of a free drink for any new or non-recent attendees! We also are starting our quarterly luncheon meetings as well on 21 February 2002.  A great turnout—attendees included: Gaeton Long '60, Mike Jacqmin '63, Gary Polansky '69, Mark Krivonak '71, Perry Dempsey '72 (looking for opportunity in nuke field), Stanley Gray '77 (new member—just moved to area and looking for opportunity), Jorge Ortega '78, Carlos Ayuso '81, Dave Long '86, John Paganelli '86, Steve Swift '87, and Butch Klemeyer '95.

Updates on Recent and Future Activities
Army-Navy Game 2001 Recap—47 Alumni signed up, over 100 total Navy in attendance, names listed below. If you know someone that was there; let me know and I will "hook you up" with their email.
Luncheon with speaker—21 February, spouses welcome! (Place—TDB)—Warren Hahn, Tampa Blue & Gold Officer speaking. USNA Gospel Choir will be in the Tampa Area on 17 March 2002. Star Ship Cruise—looking at 24 March or 7 / April—depends on scheduling. Golf Tournament—3 May 2002 New!—This is now a firm date to put on schedule!). Blue & Gold officer—Warren Hahn information.USNA Tampa Alumni Web site goes live; http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/FL/TampaBay/default.htm (Dave Long '86 Webmaster!).Other ideas: NOA—Hurricane Hunter Tour in future. 
Army-Navy Game 2001 Recap. 
Besides the score, a great time was had by all. PerryDempsey '72 made the signs, Gary Polansky '69 and Mark Krivonak '71 ensured the food, location, and name tags were just right, and John Kamen '77 supervised, (the bar!—just kidding, John!) Great attendance with all of the following local Chapter members, including a few that just moved into the area! Carlos and Joey Ayuso '81; Jane Del Purgatorio and Kirk Barker '77; Kitty and Mike Bolier '67; Rich Brown '69; Margaret and Alan Christner '54; Carrie Cleveland '86 plus two; Anne and Alex Cobble '76 plus two; Bob Courtney '52 plus one; Alice Lee and Gwyn Norman Crump '84; Linh and Alton Delane '91; Perry Dempsey '72; 
Priscilla and George Dodenhoff; Kathleen and Thomas Doyle '66; Ruth and Ray Ellis '66; Jack Fernandez '78 plus six; Rut and Tom Flynn '59; Mary Jane O'Brien; L.A. and Mac Fossett '58; Shelley and Jack Gantley '69; Theresa and Randy Gustafson '84; Patricia, Jeffrey, and Warren Hahn '60; Betty and Bo Heininger '47 plus two; Donna and Mike Jacqmin ‘63; J.O. Johnson '90 and guest; Isla and Roland Johnson '59; Nancy and Tom Jones '53; Tish and Bill West '53; Sandy and John Kamen
'77; Marcia and Mark Krivonak '71; Ruby and Larry Laudig '60; Kay Schatz and Jack Libey '58; Beth
and Gaeton Long ‘60; Don Miller '60; Diane and Michael Lops '69; Sue and Joe Mastin '74; Flo and
Don MeClenahan '44; Jody and Tom Mitchell '69; Amy and Carl Newman '89 plus two; John Paganelli
‘86; Val and Gary Polansky '69; Beth, Ryan, and Bud Sawyer '74; Sharon and Lee Smith '81 plus child; Kris, Susan, Allen and Steve Swift "87; Barb and Jeff Tomeo '80; Eileen and Evan Truax '53; and Stephanie and Joe Wiendl '93.
Luncheon Tentatively in Mid-January
Bud Alexander '56 is coordinating to have the new athletic director come down and be able to speak at a luncheon and all be able to meet with the right folks for the Army-Navy game committee for 2004. Looking at Wednesday, 16 January for now based on the Superintendent amd Mr, Gladchuck's schedule. (LeRoy Collins '56 helping coordinate with help from local team members on venue).Lightning Game for 12,18, or 19 January Brian Schidtz '95 (Jabil Circuits) with help from Butch Klemeyer '95 and Jorge Ortega '78 (Citibank), and Steve Swift '87 to figure out best date based on schedule and sky box availability
(hopefully we would just have to pay for food!) Looks like potential dates are 12, 18, or 19 January based on home team games. Depends on availability of the sky box! Only cost would be food to be split up amongst the group. Backup plan would be to pick a date and get a group seating. Luncheon Meeting 21 February with Warren Hahn Speaking, Tampa Blue & Gold Officer (Spouses Welcome!) The consensus at the last meeting was that we should start to include a luncheon to generate more activity and interest, and potentially further the goals of the Chapter We are going to have a regularly scheduled luncheon once per quarter We nominally picked the second month of the quarter and the third Thursday. This puts the luncheon at 21 February 2002. Please put it on your calendars. Also, we will be sending out a questionnaire shortly to discuss luncheon/venue location and some other things to determine membership interests. Warren Hahn,wghahn@hahneng.com, is the Blue & Gold Team Leader for Hillsborough and Pasco Counties. He has four Blue & Gold officers working with him to cover all of the High Schools in these counties. Believe it or not, 74 high schools, some very small, but still they have to be counseled and advised. Therefore, if there are any volunteers to help him with this, please have them email him. This is his 30th year as a Blue & Gold Officer The USNA Gospel Choir is Coming Our Way
(Tampa and Orlando), 17-21 March 2002 for Their Spring Break Tour The Officer Representative of the USNA Gospel Choir, CAPT Ahmed Williamson, USMC '94. If we show we are a strong Alumni/Parents Group in the Tampa/Orlando area, it will make their visit really special. We are looking at the details of working with them and potentially providing some logistic support. In a past trip to KC, the KC USNA local Chapter was able to get an unbelievable rate at a suite hotel run by one of their neighbors. Additionally, they got the hotel's permission to have several restaurants come in and cater bar-b-que meals sponsored by some lawyers friends, one who happened to be an enlisted in the Navy and wanted to help. Someone else sponsored a lunch for the choir and their party at world famous Gates Bar-B-Que. Every meal the choir ate was sponsored by friends of Alumni, and the only one that wasn't was an Alumni sponsored dinner at the Spaghetti Factory with an open bar for a social after the dinner A Classmate owns a national transportation company that uses 28 passenger vehicles to deliver railroad employees to their trains. That Classmate provided vehicles and driving that were at the airport near midnight awaiting the choir's arrival with coolers full of sodas and excellent submarine sandwiches. Also, they provided 24-hour transportation. They arranged for vans from the Navy Recruiting District and another four vans from a local car dealer whose GM is also a USNA graduate. Star Ship Cruise—Possibly Before Easter or Week After (24 March or 7 April) Thanks to Bud Sawyer '74 for taking this on and coordinating. Looking forward to details. Golf Tournament—3 May 2002 (Firm Date) Not too early to be thinking of golf We're looking at Navy setting it up this year Tentative date would be 3 May 2002, the first Friday in May. We talked about locations, and it is now firm on the Bardmoor for the tournament. We had a great turnout last year,and looking for an even better one this year. Mark your calendars now to set aside the date! (John Kamen '77 and Gary Polansky '69 to coordinate for now, with Bud Alexander's '56 help.)The Tampa Bay Chapter USNA Alumni Web site is Live and Dave Long ' 86 is the Webmaster, and he will be making updates and changes as much as possible as we progress forward, http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/fl/tampabay/default.htm
Hurricane Hunter Tour (NOA) We had discussion about getting a tour some Saturday potentially, maybe with a box lunch. (Mike Jacqmin '63 to coordinate with Carl Newman '89.) John Kamen, president, local Chapter, kamenj @ socom.Mil Steve Swift, email coordinator,sswift® sysinct. com
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Researcher, Steve Swift’s note: Same on President, e-mail comm guy – article could not be copied and pasted due to format.  Gary Polansky ’69 is Treasurer.  Founder’s Day Recap with CAPT Dom Gormie ’79, coordinated by Dave Olson ’79, Tom Dabney ’36 was at that event.   The chapter attended an Admiral Farragut Academy game with Vince Scott ’89 attending (who went to AFA).  At the monthly meeting – it looks like the first time, we went around the room with so many newer folks attending.  Discussed another George Watt ’73 speaking engagement, Lightning game (4th annual I believe), Picnic Event, Starship Dining Event.  Also – RADM LeRoy Colins ‘56 was put on the board, and he became the Trustee as the OTHER Chapter Trustee on the national Board.  The second page info could be copied and pasted:

attendee and a free drink). Congrats! Very close competition across all decades here, four each from '60s, '70s, '90s, and three from '80s: Cris de Mier '91 (prospective Tampa Blue & Gold Officer), Gary Polansky '69, Jack Gantley '69, RADM LeRoy Collins '56, Stanley Gray '77 (candidate awareness rep), Don Coughlin '62, Andy Andrews '74, Harris Halverson '90 (got married on 17 November and honeymooned in Hawaii), Gaeton Long '60, *Richard Dick '73 (new member and USE NROTC instructor), Tom Dabney '36, Carrie Dyer '82 (finally got her shirt delivered), Marty Drake '78 (Tampa
Blue & Gold Officer), Joe Wiendl '93, *Bill Kuzman '90 (new member), Mark Sharpe '84 (new associate member), and Steve Swift '87. Since there were so many folks, we went around the room and everyone got a chance to talk and say what they are doing! Went over recap of previous October events and upcoming events: 21 January—George Watt '73 to speak to Alumni Group (tentative), location tba,
evaluating lunch or dinner. Jack/Gary brought up that in the past, we were able to share some of  the cost—will evaluate depending on lunch or dinner 15 February—Lightning game; going in on it with Army (tentative and likely date)—$60 seat for $30, plus get your food for free. 29 March—Joint Naval Academy Parents Club (NAPC) Picnic; USNA Tampa Alumni Association; tentative and likely date. 12 April -Starship Dining Cruise (tentative and likely date); thanks to Don Coughlin '62 for pointing out that we want to hold it after the daylight savings time switch, which is the last Saturday of the month, for better
sunset viewing! We announced RADM LeRoy Collins ‘56 as a new board member, and he has graciously offered to be the other Trustee Member as our representative in Annapolis when the board
meets. We were selected as one of the three "other" Trustee, to be added to the nine largest board members. LeRoy also talked heavily about the possibility of the Army-Navy game in 2004 coming to Tampa. Joe Wiendl ‘93 also provided input, as he was at the meetings with Ross Bartow and the Tampa Bay Sports Authority in the past few weeks...great update. We are not in the driver's seat, but Tampa looks to be putting in an official bid, and things are moving forward quickly! Talked about dues ($10, with bills being sent on the first month in 2003). Make it a great month and 2003! Don't forget to bookmark and check out www.usna.com/Chapters/US/FL/TampaBay. 
kamenj@socom.mil 813-828-9501; sswift@1987.usna.com 813-657-2862 
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Tampa Bay Alumni—we have to put in a ton of information in this issue due to less Shipmates and a very busy Tampa Bay Area Alumni schedule. Some could not fit due to size restrictions—please check out things online for full event details and pictures!
Founder's Day Recap 
Wow—what a great turnout and a great night on 10 October! Excellent mingling beforehand between Alumni/guests and candidates/future candidates and parents of current Mids. Great dinner and great speaker! Thanks to all who contributed to the event and thanks to all who took time out of their schedule to come! Check out the pictures thanks to Perry Dempsey '72 at: www.usna.com/Chapters/US/FL/TampaBay. Attendees included Kris and Steve Swift '87, Jo Johnson '90, Susan and Stanley Gray '77, Sandy and John Kamen '77, Val and Gary Polansky '69, Carrie Dyer '82, Jessica and Eric Thiel '95, Jane and RADM LeRoy Collis '56 (Ret), Joe Wiendl '93, Kris and Vince
Scott '89, Paul (candidate '08), Linda, and Mike Albano '74, Pat and Don Coughlin '62, Ryan, Beth, and Bud Sawyer '74, Perry Dempsey '72, Marilyn and VADM Eric Olson '73, Gemini Coleman Brown '49, Dick Ardavanny '61, guest speaker VADM Charles Moore '68 and his wife, Lydia, Don and Kathy Haertel, Parent Club officer, parents of David Haertel '06. There were also 22 guests related to potential
candidates and families! What a Crowd for the October Meeting Had a great recap of a very busy September and upcoming events (VADM Ryan, luncheon, golf match win, many Grass Roots efforts at college nights/Academy days/etc). Thanks to all that participated. RADM LeRoy Collins ’56 and all remembered H.L. Culbreath '45, who passed away. Attendees included Mike Albano '74 (new to area, just retired USMC, works at Northrop Grumman), Stanley Gray '77, Mac Fossett '58, Pat Brennan '61, Gary Polansky '69, Steve Swift '87, Sam Henderson '67, Scott Hood '66, Carrie Dyer '82, John Kamen '77, Bud Sawyer '74, Eric Thiel '95, Dan O'Shea '91, LeRoy Collins '56, Richard Dick '73, Alton Delane '91, Don Coughlin '62, Perry Dempsey '72, Joe Wiendl '93, Steve Seoane '93 (new to
meetings, works at Capital One, was surface, went to Jesuit High School), VADM Eric Olson '73 (new to meetings, Deputy Socom), Bill Payne (guest, was company officer '81-83), and Tony Gray '92.
November Meeting Recap
We discussed our Founder's Day meeting and future events—many great comments about that night—great turnout and participation for all. Atrue Founder’s Day and recruiting event! Grass Roots Many Alumni talked at area schools on the Great American Teaching on 19 November and we had a number of Mids in town for Opinfo on 24-25 November. RADM Roy Collins '56 talked about his trustee trip to the board on 4-5 December and gave a run down on input about BGO activities. Attendees included Jack Gantley '69, *Stacy Turner '84, Pat Brennan '61, Gary Polansky '69, Mac Fossett '58, Andy Andrews '74, Steve Swift '87, Dave Hazlehurst '94, Matt Poague '94, Jo Johnson '90, *Bill Jewett '93,  Coleman Brown '47, Carrie Dyer '82, Eric Thiel '95, *Jim Aldrich '67, LeRoy Collins '56, Marty Drake '78, John Kamen '77, Dan O'Shea '91,and *Phil Phillips '88 (*New members—had free drinks!).
December Meeting
Discussion about previous and future events, especially the A-N game and Houston Bowl! Great American Teach In—about 7-8 Alumni Across the area on 19 November, next year, many more! Great time to talk to classes about your job, and your background, USNA style of course! Meet with Superintendent of Hillsborough County (thanks to Gen Tom Draude '62 for setting up). Action items to follow, with follow-on meeting with his right hand man for communications. GEN Draude also made a presentation to the Chapter from the USMC Scholarship—Friends of Tampa Bay Marines Association. Bill Sena '95 discussed his experiences at Summer Seminar. Junior can sign up online at www.usna.edu/Admissions starting on 1 February 2004. Attendees included Bill Sena '95, Cris de
Mier '91, Tom Dabney '36, Kyle Langbehn '96, Pat Brennan '61, John Kamen '77, Tom
Draude '62, Sam Henderson '67, Vince Scott '89, David Jung '84, Andy Andrews '74, Steve Swift '87, Jack Gantley '69, Gary Polansky '69, Mac Fossett '58, Joe Wiendl '93, Phil Phillips '88, and Jim Aldrich'67.
AF Game-Notre Dame Recap: Thanks for everyone coming out to Legend's for the Air Force and Notre Dame game. One good result—not as good on the second. We'll have to get them again next year!-41st! We can and did go 8-4 plus a bowl. Attendees for ND game: Bud Alexander '56, Mark Krivonak '71, Phil Phillips '88, Sam Henderson '67, Harris Halverson '90 and his guests, Britt/Luke, Steve Swift '87, Bud Sawyer '74 and Ryan, Bob Flynn '58, Mac Fossett '58, Gaeton Long '60, Kris and Vince Scott '89, Aaron and Dan O'Shea '91 plus guests, and John Kamen '77 and Alex.
Beat Army Recap: Great turnout of over 100 people at Raymond James stadium. Great food/victory/fun!
Future Events: 28 February—Lightning Alumni Game, 7:30 p.m., start against Washington Capitals, $35 for a top ticket, as well as food. This is alumni night for schools.12-14 March—Men's Glee Club and Picnic, pick up Mids at 5 p.m. on Friday, 12 March, for hosting of Mids, back for performance Saturday
night, 13 March, back for church on 14 March in morning. Big picnic at noon on Sunday with big candidate push for the area! 12-14 March, Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church. 24 April—Third Annual Starship Cruise, 4:45-5:15 p.m. Underway. StarShip Cruise, $45 per person probably same as last year. 4 June—Annual Army-Navy Golf Match at MacDill AFB, afternoon start, $50 per person probably. - Steve Swift ‘87, secretary
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Well - Navy won over Army, however we’ll recap that and the bowl game next time ff we get some pics!
Great turnout (over 40 folks) for the Navy-Notre Dame game at The Press Box on Dale Mabry-unfortunately the final score was not favorable. Thanks Brian Schultz '95 for setting it up! Attendees too
numerous to list! Wow, what a great night including VADM Eric Olson's '73 remarks and video clips, distinguished guest from Hillsborough County Public Schools, St. Pete Chamber of Commerce, USS
Mitscher, Navy League, all alumni and guests, current and future candidates, food, patriotic feelings from the Constitution, Message to Garcia, USNA Distinguished Alumni, Dick Ardavany's '61 invocation, and the cake cutting, and Tom Dabney's '36 remembrance to write our mothers! Thanks all for coming and sharing in the celebration of the US Naval Academy's 159th year since its founding. Over 70 folks there - too many to list here! We spanned 65 generations of USNA Alumni.  Thanks to John Kamen '77 and all that helped participate in making it a great event, and specially thanks to VADM Eric Olson for taking time out of his busy schedule to share leadership experiences. VADM Olson & Marilyn with John Kamen & Sandy. USS Mitscher AU in Summer Whites are officers onboard USS Mitscher (DDG-57) during a reception put on by the Tampa Navy League on October 11 and supported by the Tampa Bay USNA Alumni Association. The USS Mitscher came to Tampa on October 8-11 for a port call and the crew had an excellent time in Tampa! From Left to Right: LT John Montonye '95 - Combat Systems Officer, LTJG Luis Rivera '01 - Electrical Officer, Steve Swift '87, LCDR Doug McGoff' ‘90 - Executive Officer, Dick Petrucci '61, Rut Flynn '59, ENS Matthew Matffis '04 - ASW Officer, LT Athena (Beiffieman) Hunter '00 - Disbursing Officer. 
Future Save the Date Events: MAR 17th -Tennis Team in town for event - 3:00 at St. Leo College with
dinner picnic at the courts after the event. MAR 19th -Tentative Date for the Spring Candidate Picnic MAR 19th - Navy Lacrosse is coming back to Orlando, to play Colgate. APR 9th - 4:45 PM (Date Tentative);
FRI/SAT night - Joint Service Academy cruise, dinner and dancing APR 1st SAT - MacDill AirFest -
trying to arrange with Air Force a special members only event in the Commander's Chalet with General
Abizaid (CENTCOM Commander) MAY 6th 2005 - Likely Date Annual Army-Navy Goff Match
Monthly - First WED of every month - 6:00-7:30 PM Houlihan’s on Westshore (just North of 275 on the
right), 2nd THURS of month Luncheon for '61 alumni and all other USNA alumni are welcome (moves around) - contact Dick Ardavany '61 ardavany@msn.com for next month details. Make it a great month!
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What an unbelievable Founder 's Day event -with 123 people. Thanks to all that assisted, from ADM Carlisle Trost '53, guest speaker, to Nikolai Mulligan '92 who organized everything, to RADM LeRoy Collins ’56 who presented the award for Capt Tom Dabney ‘36 and to all future candidates that traveled far to attend our 160th anniversary of Founder's Day. Attendees included: Roo & Nikolai Mulligan '92, Helen & Clifford Bermann '45 (Sarasota Chapter President),Judith & Bud Alexander '56, Chuck Greenwell '50 Performed Invocation, Sue & Joe House '57 West Point, Loretta & James Aldrich '67, Chris Heath '72, Lillian & Tom Dabney '36 Spirit Award Recipient, Tee & Randy Gustafson '84, Kris & Steve Swift '87, Alice & Adm Bill Marlin, USCGA, Margarita & Skip Witanski – Navy League President, Sandy & John Kamen '77, Admiral Carlisle A.H, Trost '53 - Former CNO, Guest Speaker, Jane & RADM LeRoy Coffins '56, Dr. Tom Herman - Sponsor University Club, Marylyn &VADM Eric Olsen '73 - Deputy Commander, SOCOM, Lela & Tony Gray '92, Marcia & Mark Krivonak '71, Mrs. & Keith Kans '88, Michele & Brian Schultz '95, Beth & Ryan & Bud Sawyer '74, Dwight Hambroski-CO Sea cadets. Sea Cadets - David Gurr, Layne Harrod, Charles Rogers, Anna Davis, Susan & Stanley Gray '77, Tina & Capt Larry Fagan – Area Coordinator # 213, Dick Ardavany '61, Joe Weindl '93, Rachel & Brian Donovan '75 USMMA, Sally & RADM Bill Haberymeyer '64 (4-6 guests including R.ADM Byron Holderby USN CHC (ret), Barbara Holderby, Bill Habermeyer (son), Fraser Habermeyer, Karl Ramfeldt, Bjorg Rimfeldt), Sean & Mike Patrick, Karen Irwin & Chris Bencal '86, Mrs. & RJVDM Joe Kernan '77 - SOCOM OPS, Jessica & Eric Thiel '95, Mrs., & John Sarao '76 - XO, NROTC, USF, Michael & Ms Wilde, Sally & Roger Betts '56,Sean Bubernak & Dennis Hansen, Andrew Mathes and Mrs & Mr Mathes, Kathy and Don Haertel, NARC President, Sam & Liz & John Calaway, Mrs., & General JB Davis '58, Ms. Janice Sladzinski & Conley Stevenson '56, Rat & Don Coughlin '62, Doug & Theresa & John Walsh, Mrs. & Dennis Holt – School District Hillsborough County, Donna & Richard Dick '73, Sally & BGen George Flynn, USMC, SOCOM, Ann Burns & Bill Sena '95, Samantha & Pricilla & Kirk Goethe, Dave & Janel Brown '97, Val & Gary Polansky '69, Michael & Daniel Melzer, Andria Logwood & John Kyrch, Cameron & Denise & David Allision, Patricia & Mrs. Vincent, Charles George '72.

We attended the Notre Dame game at the Press Box (tough loss) - smaller but boisterous crowd (thanks to Mark and company!) - Ron Seits '88 and George and Mack; Kris & Steve Swift '87;Tee & Randy Gustafson '84 and Andrew; Marcia & Mark Krivonak '71; Priscilla (girlfriend) & Matt Poage '94; Cris de Mier '91; JJ. Phelan '95. Great time at our November monthly meeting. Sorry we were a little rushed,
however, they were moving us out early from Barnaby's. They promised that everything will be ready for us next time, so we will continue to hold it here. As long as they have 2 for 1 beer and can set us up in
a separate room! 20 total folks - great diversity on classes represented - '56 and '73 win with most people - 2 folks from each class (might be a first for '73!) - look at the list '36, '56 (2), '60,61, '66, '69,73 (2), 75,76,
77,78,84,87,88,92,94,95.
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"What a gathering to beat Army – nearly 100 Alumni and friends at Raymond James Stadium on DEC 2nd to watch Navy win. Too many attendees to list here, but here is an excellent picture from the festivities - and includes - In front, l-r, Carole Davis, Mac Fossett '58, Jeannette Fossett Davis '58, back row: Capt.Yuzuru Enokuchi, Japanese Navy and J.P Brandt '96, Our Navy football support from
Tampa has been outstanding this year at Ricky T's. The Temple game attendees included: *Rut Flynn '59 *Dick Ardavany '61 *Pat Brennan '61 *Jack Gantley '69 Doug Kirkland '72 •*"Matt Poage '94 Eric Thiel '95.The Notre Dame Game recap included those with stars previous and also Don Freese '63 Mike Surdyk '67 Dan O'Shea ‘91 and 2 local Notre Dame chapter folks. Also, a Notre Dame Alumni visiting St Pete Beach from out of town bought all Navy folks a round of drinks at the start of the
games. Accompanying note said, " Thanks for your service”. Thanks Jack Gantley '69 for running the show all season! On November 8th we had a top speaking event! Thanks to Dan O'Shea '91 and his special guest, Roy, for this Hostage Briefing. Attendees included over 100 and alumni included Keith Kans '88, Matt Poage '94, Steve Swift '87, Warren Hahn '60, Brian Davis '88, Col (ret) JohnT. Carney J r He is the President/CEO of the Special Operations Warrior Foundation, Dick Ardavany '61, DanO'Shea ‘91 (speaker) & guest Roy, John Kamen '77, Jeff Tomeo '80, Gary Polansky '69,Tony Gray '92, Krista Testwuide (wife of Jon Testwuide '91), Hugh Palmer '58, Jim-Aldrich '67, Chris Bencal '86, RADM Wallace Guthrie '61. On November 4th we had another great event. Col Kanewske '81 gave all the benefit of the knowledge of the Centcom AOR (Area of Responsibility). We ended up with 46 total folks. One comment from an attendee "The tour and lecture at CENTCOM this morning was GREAT. It covered everything that the ordinary person does not hear from the news media, as to all the factors involved in the AOR. It is a shame that this presentation is not available to more people."-Alumni in attendance: Mac Fossett '58, Bruce Caldwell '72, Edward Flores, '84, Chris Heath '72, Jim Clauss Rack Dau '64, Jim Aldrich '67 Matt Pogue '94, Hugh Tulloch '61, Harry Barrett '61, Chris Quilty, '89,John Knapp '68, parents Jo and Glenn Serafin (Parents of Shane Serafin '08), Dick Ardavany '61, Rut Flynn '59, Mike Johnson 1981, John Garry '92,Tom Doyle '66 Our November meeting got off to an interesting start with the class of 1966 winning the prize with 4 attendees – and they were all there early drinking first! Good recap of events in the past with all of the upcoming events as well. Alumni in attendance: Carl McCullough '66, Scott Hood '66, Tom Doyle '66, Pete Leniart '66, Warren Hahn '60, Jim Aldrich '67, Steve Swift '87,J.O.Johnson '90, Matt Poage '94, Cris de Mier '91, Bud Sawyer '74 (son Ryan is 2010 at the Academy), Hugh Palmerr '58,Jeff Tomeo '80, Pat Kanewske '81.

Future Dates to Save:
* Monthly Alumni Meetings - first "WED every month - Go North on Westshore from 275 - take a right on Boy Scout Blvd. Lee Roy Selmon's Restaurant is on Boy Scout (right hand side about a mile.) * Monthly MOAA Meetings – Tampa - 2nd Thursday of month at O'Club on MacDill AFB - 1130 -1300. St Pete -Third Friday of the month at Banquet Master's on Park Blvd. JAN/FEB/MAR - looking at Lightning Game -TBD! MAR - Gospel Choir comes to Greater Tampa Bay Area over USNA Spring Break MAY (tentative) - Navy Football Assistant Coach Jones luncheon APR 14 - Lady Tampa Bay Cruise JUN 29 - (tentative date) Army-Navy 11th Annual Goff Match.
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The Tampa Bay Chapter had an exciting and busy month! This month's activities included meeting •with our West Point counterparts at Raymond James Stadium to watch the Army-NAVY Game, We had 36 alumni and a total of 81 alums and family for the game. The WOOPs had a respectable turnout also. For our other social gatherings, we watched Navy Football at our local "watering hole"— Ricky T's (owner Jack Krayniak, son of John Krayniak ‘63),The Chapter also celebrated the Naval Academy for Founder's Day on its 162nd Anniversary with a formal dinner hosting and recruiting potential midshipman
candidates. Lastly, we erected a Blue-and- Gold recruiting booth at a Veterans' Appreciation Day program in Clearwater. As always, we had a veritable plethora of alumni and their families at Ricky T's for the Wake Forest, Delaware, Notre Dame, and Army games. The collective turnouts for one or more of the games included: Rut Flynn '59, Pat Brennan '61, Dick Petrucci '61, Dick Ardavany '61,Verne &: Else Browne '63, Ollie &: Sandy Donelan '63, Don Freese '63, Mike Riley '65,Mike Surdyk ‘67,Jack Gantley '69, Gary Polansky & Pat Marztlli '69, Perry Dempsey '72, Doug Kirkland '72,Terry Silva '73, Ken Mayeaux '73, Andy Andrews '74, Dave Olson '79, and Josh Stevens '12.
The Founder's Day Dinner was a special occasion. Four Academy alumni, who graduated m recent years and represent four different Naval service specialties, and also are serving on active duty, gave presentations to all attendees that included 26 prospective candidates (see separate article). The Blue and-Gold Recruiting Booth was set up at Clearwater High School for Veteran's Appreciation Day (4
November), where Pete Leniart '66, Perry Dempsey '72, and Jen Coleman '92 met numerous interested high schoolers and junior high schoolers with their parents and grandparents to explain and discuss the Naval Academy and the application process. Finally, we had a good turnout for our monthly- meeting at Lee Roy Selmon’s Steakhouse: Kevin Janowski '94, Steve Swift '87, COL Pat Kanewske '81, John Kamen '77, Perry Dempsey '72, Gary Polansky '69, Jim Aldrich '67, Don Coughlin '62, and Warren Hahn '60.These are the formal activities and upcoming events that were discussed: 12 JAN—Col Pat Kanewske '81 will be doing another CENTCOM Tour for the Naval Academy Parents Club and
we are welcome as well—1000 estimated start time 18 JAN—Supe m town for lunch or dinner (John Kamen '77 checking) Jim Aldrich '67 asked about his speaking at Navy League Function the night before) Mid JAN—Lunch with high profile Speaker (Len Laporta '87, action officer) Late JAN/early FEB RADM Leroy Collins '56- possible speaking event 27 FEB—Lunch or Dinner with Athletic Director Gladchuk (Bud Alexander '56) MAR—Picnic or other Recruiting/Sports event (usually over Spring Break)
2 May—confirmed date of golfing (Gary Polansky '69, action officer)— looking at Feathersound again
See you next month!  

*EXTRA ARTICLE in JAN 2008 Shipmate – Looks like first time we started doing the younger speakers at Founder’s Day (so OCT 2007)

FL-Tampa BayGetting the Job Done—Naval Academy Alumni at Work
By John Kamen '77 and Perry Dempsey '72

This year's Founders Day (celebration of the 162nd birthday of the founding of the U.S. Naval Academy) dinner was held at Tampa's University Club (Verizon Building, Downtown Tampa), and featured young active duty USNA Alumni speaking to a unique audience about their every day jobs in the Navy or Marine
Corps specialty. The reception started at 1800 and the presentation of colors and dinner followed at 1900. All Florida West Coast freshmen through senior high school students (and their parents) who are Naval Academy candidates or who are interested in learning more about the Naval Academy were welcomed to the dinner. Alumni from the Tampa Bay Chapter of the Alumni Association were selectively seated at all the tables according to their warfare specialty they served while on active duty. This afforded the opportunity for enough alumni to pair up with students and candidates (and parents) at each table, thereby allowing active duty, reserve and retired Naval and Marine Corps officers to share their service experience on a one-to-one basis •with candidates during dinner. Thereafter the active duty speakers from the podium discussed their military specialties and how the Naval Academy helped prepare them for the demanding duties they encounter each day. Speakers included: Captain David J. Hahn '85, USN - his submarine duty experiences Captain Seth Lynn '02, USMC -his Marine Corps experiences Lieutenant Commander Amy Egeli '92, USNR - her aviation experiences Commander Phil Kapusta '92, USN - his SEAL experiences A question-and-answer session followed with questions from the students and candidates to the speakers and/or alumni. The program concluded with singing Navy Blue & Gold followed by the posting of the Colors at 2100. The alumni in attendance included: Bud Alexander '56, Jerry O’Connell '56, Rut Flynn '59, Warren Hahn '60, Dick Ardavany '61,Jim Aldrich '67, Gary Polansky '69, Perry Dempsey '72, Admiral Eric Olson '73, John Kamen '77, Jack Fernandez '78, Diggs Vann '79, David Hahn '85, Steve Swift '87,Jeff Hahn '88,Amy Egeli '92,Tony Gray '92, Phillip Kapusta '92 and Seth Lynn '02.
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Two months of meetings, events, and activities have filled our calendars since the last report. The Tampa Bay Chapter meets at CDB's Southside on West Shore BLVD, between Euclid Steet and El Prado Street. CDB's Southside is very obliging with good food and great service. Between the two meetings, we had 19
alumni present. The alumni included: Leroy Collins '56, Jerry O'Connell '56, Warren Hahn '60, Dick Ardavany '61, Don Coughlin '62, Jack Gantley '69, Gary Polansky '69, Perry Dempsey '72, John Kamen '77, Jack Fernandez '78, Don Aiken '78, Duane LaFont '78, CAPT Paul Becker, USN, '83, CDR Steve Swift, USN, '87, Carl Newman '89, Mike Sweeney '90, Joe Wiendl '93, and LCDR Matt Poage, USNR, '94, Janel Brown '97, Laura Tillinghast '97. We had several classes represented by more than one classmate: '56, '69, '78, and '97.We also had one first-timer: Carl Newman '89.This is the first meeting where the '90s classes were in the plurality! Founders Day was an overwhelming success, thanks in large part to the organizer Warren Hahn '60. See "Founders Day, the Tampa Bay Way" Profile on the next page. Pete Leniart '66 was a major organizer for the Clearwater (FL) Veterans Appreciation Day (CVAD). This is the fourth year of honoring the veterans in Clearwater, and the celebration has grown immensely each year Thanks to the organizing by Pete and his committee, there were approximately 10,000 in attendance with two sets of skydivers, flyovers by the Coast Guard and Air Force, and the enlistment of 100 young patriots into the various services. Our own RADM Leroy Collins, USNR (Ret.) '56 was a guest speaker (see photos). We set up the USNA Blue-and-Gold booth to recruit
potential candidates, with CDR Chris Hohnes '90, CDR Jen Coleman '92, and Perry Dempsey '72, staffing the booth. We had over 50 alumni and family at the Army-NAVY watching at the Green Iguana. See the photo. We covered our Action Items List including: 1) Navy Football! 2) OPINFO. 3) St. Anthony's Triathlon. 4) Army/Navy golf in May. One of our major activities, thanks to Jack Gantley '69, is meeting at
The Sports Bar on Saturdays for NAVY FOOTBALL! We have a fantastic venue which includes watching Navy! In attendance were: Rut Flynn '59, Dick Petrucci '61, Pat Brennan '61, Dick Ardavany '61, Don & Sherry Freese '63, Mike Surdyk '67, Jack & Shelley Gantley '69, Perry Dempsey '72, Doug Kirkland '72, Terry Silva '73, Bud & Beth Sawyer '74, Kirk Barker '77 & 2 guests, D o n & Linda Aiken '78, & 4 guests, and Mike Webster '09. Perry Dempsey has Tampa Bay Chapter polo shirts, so please contact him to get yours. Dues are still being collected and are appreciated! Annual dues of $20, or $150 lifetime, may be mailed to our treasurer, Pete Leniart '66, at PO. Box 15824, Clearwater, FL 33766.The dues help our endeavors to accomplish our chapter's mission and that of the Academy The
dues reap rewards with dividends. Upcoming events: SATURDAY—NAVY FOOTBALL BOWL GAME!
MARCH—Parents Picnic See you next month (CDB's Southside) and weekly for Navy football!

*Another Special Article in Shipmate for the Chapter

Founders Day, the Tampa Bay Why,
Tuesday, October 9, 2008
Perry Dempsey '72

The Tampa Bay Chapter of the U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association celebrated the 163rd birthday on Tuesday, 9 October 2008 at Feather Sound Country Club in St. Petersburg, The program included presentation of the colors, cutting of the birthday cake with a Navy sword, guest speakers from the various service specialties, and special awards presentations to honor our dedicated alumni. The 150 attendees included distinguished guests representing the Honorable Congressman C.W. (BUI) Young, and Roy Hallums, a former hostage in Iraq. The Tampa Bay Chapter President, CAPT John Kamen '77, USN (Ret.) started die evening by welcoming the distinguished guests, midshipmen candidates and their parents, parents of midshipmen from the Parents' Club, the speakers, and the alumni and their families. CAPT Kamen thanked Warren Hahn '60, for his tireless effort in coordinating the entire event, and CAPT Sherman "Bud" Alexander '56, U S N (Ret.), for coordinating the facilities at Feather Sound. Next, the Color Guard from Admiral Farragut Academy in St. Petersburg and commanded by CAPT Thomas McClelland presented the colors, Jerry O'Connell '56, led the pledge of allegiance, and Dick Ardavany '61 gave the invocation. After dinner, the guest speakers addressed the audience, with focus to the midshipmen candidates, about their own service specialties. Ensign Ryan Kelly '07, USN, described his career path as a Service Warfare Officer and espoused his love of the sea. CDR Amy Egeli '92, USN, enjoined the candidates to enter Naval Air as she discussed her career path as a Naval Flight Officer CDR Dan O'Shea '91, U S N R expounded upon the challenges and rewards in a career as a Navy SEAL. final speaker, CDR Steve Swift '87, USNR, discussed his career path as a submarine officer and his segue into Naval Intelligence. Upon completion of the speakers' talks, Warren Hahn '60 fielded questions from candidates and others regarding the Academy and the various service specialties.
Awards, citations, and recognitions were made to alumni following the guest speakers. CDR Dan O'Shea '91, USNR, was bestowed with a Navy League Meritorious Citation for his diligent, patriotic work in rescuing hostages in Iraq including over 200 hostage incidents. Only five such awards are presented annually by the Navy League. On hand to express his gratitude for being rescued by CDR Dan O'Shea ‘91 was Roy Hallums, who himself was a hostage in Iraq. Next, Dick Ardavany '61 and Perry Dempsey '72 were recognized with Certificates of Appreciation from the Dean of Admissions for their recruiting efforts at local high school college fairs. The ceremony concluded -with the cutting of a birthday cake for the Academy using an official Navy Sword (compliments of Bud Alexander ‘56), CDR Steve Swift ’87 announcing upcoming events, and the singing of Navy Blue & Gold, led by Perry Dempsey ‘72. Finally, the ADM Farragut Academy struck the colors.
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CDB's Southside on West Shore BLVD, between Euclid Street and El Prado Street is the venue for our monthly meetings held the first Wednesday of every month. The November figures for the monthly
meeting are still being collected, but we had eleven motivated and spirited (probably from the refreshments being served?) alumni attend our monthly meeting in December CDB's Southside overwhelmed us with their typical great service, food, and beverages. The alumni in attendance for the
December meeting were: Bud Alexander '56, Warren Hahn '60, Dick Ardavany '61, Don Coughlin '62, Gary Polansky '69, Perry Dempsey '72, Andy Andrews '74, John Kamen '77, Tish Wold '87, CDR Steve Swift, U SN '87, and LCDR Matt Poage, USNR '94. The two photographs are: our gathering
to watch the Navy/Delaware game— thanks to the hard work of Jack Gantley '69 securing the sports bar Seated around the table from lower left: Don Aiken '78, guest of Jim Petersen, Jim Petersen '76, Louise Petersen, wife of Jim, Dick Petrucci '61, Mike and Wendy Surdyk '67, Dick Ardavany '61, Don & Sherry Freese '63, Bud Alexander '56, Gary Polansky '69, Jack Gantley '69, Linda Aiken, wife of Don, Perry Dempsey '72 (behind the camera); and Tampa Bay Chapter's own, RADM (sel) Paul Becker '83 in cammies in Afghanistan (note his "name tags" on uniform);
Upcoming events: 23 JAN - Naval Academy Parents Club (NAPC) Picnic and CENTCOM Tour likely (LTG John Allen, Deputy Commander, USCENTCOM). 10 FEB - Guest Speaker Luncheon Event(s) - General John Allen, Deputy Commander, USCENTCOM, Luncheon at the O' Club on MacDill AFB on Wednesday l0Feb2010. Also possibly future - Eric Olson '73 (maybe 3 FEB) and or Bill Sheppard] 20 MAR - Probably a Lightning Hockey Game March Picnic for Incoming Candidates — 2nd or 3rd Sunday most likely APR 25th - St. Anthony's Triathlon - Hosting Navy Triathletes - likely dinner/etc. - hosting at Karen Quilty '89 OTHER EVENTS/INFO We have Blue and White Tampa Bay USNA
Alumni Polo Shirts Available for $30. Contact Perry Dempsey '72 to link up and order! Mail to: dempseypw@nisn.coni Dues are currently being collected and are appreciated! 'Tis that time for 2010 dues which are $20 (annual) or $150 Lifetime, and may be mailed to our treasurer, Pete Leniart '66, at PO. Box 15824, Clearwater, FL 33766.The dues help our endeavors to accomplish our chapter's mission and that of the Academy. The dues reap rewards with dividends. See you next month! (CDB's Southside).
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CDB's Southside on Westshore BLVD, between Euclid and El Prado Street in South Tampa is the venue for monthly meetings held the first Wednesday of the month. We continue to get great support each month with 10-25 alumni showing up. CDB's Southside has great Italian food, service, and beverages, and many of us have dinner during the meeting. We are always looking for new alumni to the area, so if you come, the first drink is on us. Our main Army - Navy gathering this year was at the luxurious Raymond James Stadium (where the Tampa Bay Bucs play). Together with Army, we had great showing and watched the game on the total wall screen, as well as many smaller flat screen TVs around the area.
You couldn't miss Navy beating Army from anywhere in the room. The food was good and the company better! We had 68 Alumni, spouses, friends, and children attend to beat Army again. Army had a good showing as they thought they had a chance to win this year. The Alumni in attendance at RAYJAY were: Don Aiken '73 and his wife, Linda, Mike Albano '73, his -wife Linda, and 5 guests. Bud and Sug Alexander '56, John and Carol Babka '65, RADM  Jon Bayless '79 and guest, Janel Brown '97, husband Dave and friend Garth Arevalo, Pete Chabot '60, Perry Dempsey '72, Robert and Donna Forsyth (parents’ of 2004 grad), Tom and Maryann Glew '60, Barry Griffin, Harris Halverson '90 and family, Rick Hamme '76, Chris Heath '72 and guest, Ryan Heller '06 and guest, John and Sandy Kamen '77, Justin Kibbey '01, Rob Lang '00, Charles and Gail Lohman '68, Chuck Martini '84 and 3 guests, Lynn and Dennis McCullough (parents’ of 2014 grad), Steve Meyer '87 and 2 guests, Hugh Palmer '58, Mike and Carole, Matt and Pricilla Poage '94, Steve and Kris Swift '87, Mike Ward '71, Tish '87 and Curt Wold '88, and John Worman '86. Good times were had by all!!
At Tampa Bay's "other" Army-Navy gathering. Jack Gantley '69 hosted 21 Navy supporters at the sports bar. Attendee there were: Dick Ardavany USNA '61, Don & Sherry Freese USNA '63, Ollie & Sandy Donelan USNA '63, Vern & Elise Browne USNA '63, Bob& Sharon Davie USMA '67, Mike Surdyk USNA '67, Lou & Phyllis Balestra USNA '67, Al Burda USNA '68, Gary &Val Polansky USNA '69,
Jack Gantley USNA '69, Mario & Sue Summa USNA '71, Doug Kirkland USNA '72, Terry Silva
USNA '73, Ken Mayeaux USNA '73. Upcoming events: Jan-Feb: Guest Speaker (TBD) Mar: March Picnic for Incoming Candidates - Lightning Game Apr: St Anthony's Triathlon May: Army Navy Golf Tournament Please remember to pay your chapter dues! See you next month at CDB's Southside! 
John Kamen
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By this time, NAVY beat Army again and we have settled down into the dark ages. Tampa is never like that however, with sunshine and blue skies most of the time; the Tampa Bay Chapter is as busy as ever!
In the fall, Steve Swift '87 led the Blue and Gold effort for the Tampa Bay and surrounding areas and conducted college nights at all the local public and private high schools. Many local alumni accompanied his team of B&G Officers and they did their best to help bring in the best talent to Navy. The completion for the quality students is very high, and Steve's team does a great job! Thanks Steve!! On October 5th. Peter Damisch '75 gave a very interesting and inspiring presentation at our monthly meeting
regarding his sojourns to the Arctic Ocean and the Antarctic. Pete is a ship captain and scientist on a research ship and they provide scientific tours to the artic and Antarctic ff you are interested. Pete is an
excellent shot and has to protect the ship's crew from polar bears. He provided excellent pictures and stories of his exploits to these far off adventures. On October 12, the Tampa Bay Chapter had its Founder's Day Candidate Dinner at Feather Sound Country Club, Clearwater, FL, We had over 200 USNA candidates, family members, alumni, and guests for a fantastic evening of real talk about USNA! Our featured guest speakers represented the various service selections at Navy and they did a great job in telling "their story" about the academy and their experiences in their service professions. Our speaker were: LTjg Daniel Stayton' 09, Lt John Addicks '06, LT Myles McAllister '04, LCDR Adam Weiner '01, and MAJ David Joseforsky '97, USMC, Our alumni included: Bud Alexander '56, Mac Fossett '58, Hugh Palmer '58, Rich Abington '59, Warren Hahn '60, Dick Petrucci '61, Don Coughlin '62, John Babka '65, Steve McLaughin '72, John Kamen '77, D o n Aiken '78, Marty Drake '78, David Vann '79', Jeff Tomeo '80, Pat Kanewske '81, Dave Spoerl '82, Mark Lohman '86, Steve Swift '87,Tish Wold '87, Kurt Wold '88, Chris Quilty '89, Tony Iaculla '89, Nels Frostenson '91 Tony Gray '92, and Jennifer Coleman '92, Thanks again to all of our local alumni and their guests who contributed to a fantastic evening! We really appreciate your support!! Also, thanks to the alumni who participated in our monthly meeting in October who put together all the mailers, posters, etc., A special thanks goes out to
Warren Hahn '60, Laura Tillinghast Hine '89, and Don Aiken '78 who did all the prep work, coordination, and printing for the event!! BZ to all! Bud Alexander '56 and a future class of 19 candidate
at the Founder's Day cake cutting ceremony Big News - In November, the Tampa Bay Chapter was notified that we were selected to become a member of the USNAAA Board of Trustees. This is a
very high honor and I wanted to personally thank each member of the chapter for all of their support and contributions to the chapter, the Naval Academy, and our nation. We have a great team in Tampa Bay and it is because of your efforts and enthusiasm! Warren Hahn '60 who will be
our representative to the Board, and Gary Polanski '69 will be his alternate. Thanks again!!
Upcoming Events for 2012: Jan/Feb:Tampa Bay Lightning Hockey Game (TBD) Mar 14th :Luncheon Speaker: Navy Director of Athletics, Chet Gladchuk  Mar: Spring baseball game (TBD) April/May: Army/Navy Alumni Golf Tournament (TBD). See you next month at CDB's Southside in South Tampa!
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Ten alumni gathered for our November meeting, held the first Wednesday of each
month at CDB’s Southside Restaurant on Westshore between El Prado & Euclid: Bud Alexander ’56, Warren Hahn ’60, Mark Krivonak ’71, Chris Heath ’72, Perry Dempsey ’72, Andy Andrews ’74, Peter Damisch ’75, John Kamen ’77, Don Aiken ’78, and Laura Tillinghast
Hine ’97. Items of Discussion— Treasury Report—Laura Hine ’97,
gave her treasury report. She reported a sizable balance at the moment, but cautioned us about our future expenditures versus our current dues receipts. Laura circulated a spreadsheet forecasting what
our numbers would be with the current dues structure and with dues raised $5 annually. We discussed increasing lifetime dues from $150 -> $200, and having a progressive rate structure based on years
since graduation. Recent Activities— Founders Day 2012!—Please see separate article for the enormously successful Founders Day Dinner! Events on the Horizon— NAVY Football—Do not forget NAVY Football– contact Don Freese ’63 to watch at “The Bay Pines Sports Bar” in Saint Petersburg across from the VA Hospital. Army/NAVY GAME—Mark Krivonak ‘71 has lead. Showman’s Lounge in Tampa is the venue. Events looming just over the Horizon—Midshipman Candidate Picnic: Plans being made to receive the Commandant and staff for the Spring Break (next March) picnic. Perry Dempsey ‘72 has the lead. Military Speaker Series—There is a Military Speaker Series hosted by the University of Tampa. Information is available online or by contacting Perry. The first lecture is 6 FEB 2013. ADMIRAL (GENERAL) NOTES Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page, our Website – (http://tampabay.
usnachapters.com/home.shtm), and LinkedIn. TBC Shirts—Hank Schneider ’82 is the keeper of the USNAAA TBC shirts. Please see or contact him or Perry Dempsey ’72 (dempseypw@msn.com)
for a White or Navy Blue shirt. Dues—Treasurer Laura T. Hine ’97, loves to collect dues money! $20/yr,
$150/lifetime. See you next month at CDB’s Southside in South Tampa

Founders Day Banquet at
Tampa Bay 2012
by Perry W. Dempsey ’72

The Tampa Bay Chapter of the U. S. Naval Academy Alumni Association celebrated the Academy’s 167th birthday on Wednesday, 10 October 2012, at Feather Sound Country Club in St. Petersburg, FL. Two hundred ten people, including 78 midshipman candidates and 31 alumni with their spouses attended the Founders Day Banquet. Those 31 alumni included: Jerry O’Connell ’56, Bud Alexander ’56, Warren Hahn ’60, Dick Ardavany ’61, Dick Petrucci ’61, Don Coughlin ’62, Gary Polansky ’69, Perry
Dempsey ’72, Chris Heath ’72, Steve McLaughlin ’72, Stanley Gray ’77, John Kamen ’77, Don Aiken ’78 , Marty Drake ’78, Nels Frostenson ’81, Patrick Kanewske ’81, Dave Spoerl ’82, Mark Lowman ’86, Gary Formet ’88, Marshall Swor ’88, Curt Wold ’88, Karen Quilty ’89, Jen Coleman ’92, Amy Egeli ’92, Laura Tillinghast Hine ’97 and Janel Brown ’97. Additionally, the guest speakers were Eric Hulbert ’02, Brian Moeller ’09, Daniel Stayton ’09, and Ryan Collins ’09. The banquet was led by Master of Ceremonies Laura Tillinghast Hine ’97, the Chapter’s Treasurer. The ceremony started with welcoming remarks by the Chapter President John Kamen ’77, CAPT, USN (Ret.), followed by the Presentation of Colors, the Pledge of Allegiance by Don Aiken ’78, CAPT, USN (Ret.), and then the invocation by Curt Wold ’88, CDR, USN (Ret.). Dinner was served and capped off with the cutting-the-cake ceremony, which highlights the senior alumnus present cutting the cake with the youngest student. This year Jerry O’Connell ’56 had the honor of cutting the cake with a 14-year-old high school student.
After dinner, the program resumed with four speakers, all recent Academy graduates, relating their experiences of attending the Academy and how that prepared them for becoming leaders in the Fleet.
The speakers represented four of the service warfare specialties of the Department of the Navy: the Marine Corps, Naval Aviation, Surface Line and Submarines. First Lieutenant Brian T. Moeller ’09,
USMC, LT Eric W. Hulbert ’02, USN, LTJG Daniel Stayton ’09, USN, and LTJG Ryan Collins ’09, USN, represented those four areas respectively. They each delivered skilled, professional presentations of their lives both at the Academy and thereafter in the Fleet and Corps. The next segment of the evening featured CAPT Marty Drake ’78, USN (Ret.), the acting Blue-and-Gold Area Coordinator, recognizing Don Haertel—former president of the Tampa Bay Parents’ Club, CDR Jen Coleman ’92, USN, CAPT Dick Petrucci ’61, USN (Ret.) Don Aiken ’78 and Curt Wold ’88 for their outstanding work as Area Blue and Gold Officers. Marty articulated how tirelessly and professionally these officers worked to recruit the nation’s finest high school students to prepare for and qualify for acceptance to the Naval Academy. Tampa Bay ranks among the highest regions in the country in the numbers of students recruited and the highest percentage of them being accepted. The evening concluded with the singing of Navy Blue and Gold, led by Perry Dempsey ’72, the Chapter Secretary. BEAT ARMY!
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Ten alumni of the Tampa Bay Chapter met along with the Association’s Trip Matteo from Annapolis at CDB’s Southside Restaurant on Westshore (between El Prado & Euclid): Jerry O’Connell ’56, Gary Polansky ’69, Chris Heath ’72, Perry Dempsey ’72, John Kamen ’77, Duane Lafont ’78, Chuck Martini ’84, Steve Swift ’87, Jim Newsome ’90, and Laura Tillinghast Hine ’97.
RECENT EVENTS— NAVY FOOTBALL—The Chapter meets at the Bay Pines Sports Bar to watch all televised Navy Football games. Perry mentioned the owner’s recent family loss and that a card would be sent. Mike Surdyk ’67 has sent a contribution from the Chapter to the charity of the family’s choosing.
TREASURER’s REPORT— Laura gave an update to the funds in our coffers and reported that we are up to 80 dues payers—a recent surge but still below our annual average.
ASSOCIATION’s ACTIONS— Trip Matteo introduced himself to the Chapter. He is in the area visiting select alumni to discuss ongoing Association projects at the Academy.
UPCOMING EVENTS—Army/NAVY Party— We are anticipating a great turnout to see NAVY thump the
Hudson boys. Army is Tactical Action Officer for the event and promises a fantastic showing at the Westshore Yacht Club.
GENERAL (ADMIRAL) NOTES: Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/pages/USNA-Alumni-TampaSt-Petersburg/120095454740213), our Website – (http://tampabay.usnachapters.com/home.shtm), and LinkedIn. Thanks to Dave Spoerl ’82 for maintaining the Facebook page. TBC Shirts—John Kamen’77 has the  USNAAA TBC shirts. Please see or contact him or Perry Dempsey ’72 (dempseypw@msn.com) for a White or Navy Blue shirt. Dues—Treasurer Laura T. Hine ’97, loves to collect dues money! $25/yr, $250/lifetime. We have raised dues to these new levels to ensure a positive balance to meet our Chapter’s missions. Dues may be mailed to: Laura Tillinghast Hine, 525 16th Avenue NE, St Petersburg, Florida 33704. See you next month at CDB’s Southside in South Tampa!

Founders Day Banquet
at Tampa Bay 2013
Perry W. Dempsey ’72

The Tampa Bay Chapter of the U. S. Naval Academy Alumni Association celebrated the Academy’s 168th birthday on Wednesday, 9 October 2013, at Feather Sound Country Club in St. Petersburg, FL. Two hundred ten (210) people, including seventy-eight midshipman candidates and thirty-one (31) alumni with their spouses attended the Founders Day Banquet. Those 31 alumni included: William Aston ’51, Jerry O’Connell ’56, Bud Alexander ’56, Warren Hahn ’60, Dick Petrucci ’61, Don Coughlin ’62, Gary Polansky ’69, Perry Dempsey ’72, Chris Heath ’72, George Corrigan ’74, Peter Damisch ’75, Stanley Gray ’77, John Kamen ’77, VADM Mark Fox ’78, Don Aiken ’78, Nels Frostenson ’80, Jeff Tomeo ’80, Dave Spoerl ’82, Curt Wold ’88, Karen Quilty ’89, Jim Newsome ’90, Scott Hottenstein ’92, CDR Troy Shoulders ’94, Ray Santa Cruz ’95, Laura Tillinghast Hine ’97, Janel Brown ’97, Phil Emery ’02, Brian Chadwick ’07, and Daniel Stayton ’09. The banquet was led by Master of Ceremonies Laura Tillinghast Hine ’97, the Chapter’s Treasurer. The ceremony started with Welcoming Remarks by the Chapter President John Kamen ’77, CAPT, USN (ret.), followed by the Presentation of Colors, the Pledge of Allegiance by Don Aiken ’78, CAPT, USN (ret.), and then the invocation by Father George Corrigan ’74. Our distinguished guest speaker was VADM Mark Fox ’78 who spoke next. Dinner was served and capped off with the Cutting-the-Cake ceremony, which highlights the senior alumnus present cutting the cake with the youngest student. This year Jerry O’Connell ’56 had the honor of cutting the cake with a 14-year-old high school student. After dinner, the program resumed with five speakers, all recent Academy Graduates, relating their experiences of attending the Academy and how that prepared them for becoming leaders in the Fleet. The speakers represented five of the service warfare specialties of the Department of the Navy: the Marine Corps, Naval Aviation, Surface Line, Navy SEALS, and Submarines. The speakers each delivered skilled, professional presentations of their lives both at the Academy and thereafter in the Fleet and Corps. The next segment of the evening featured Steve Swift ’87, CAPT, USN (ret.), the Blue-and-Gold Area Coordinator, addressing the many midshipman candidates about how to apply for admission to the Academy. Tampa Bay ranks among the highest regions in the country in the numbers of students recruited, and the highest percentage of them being accepted. The evening concluded with the singing of Navy Blue and Gold, led by Curt Wold ’88, CAPT, USNR. BEAT ARMY!
See you next month at CDB’s Southside!
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At our new venue, Tate’s Pizza on Westshore Blvd., eleven alumni of the Tampa Bay Chapter gathered including: Warren Hahn ’60, Gary Polansky ’69, Chris Heath ’72, Perry Dempsey ’72, Andy Andrews ’74, Steve Swift ’87, Jim Newsome ’90, Matt Murphy ’95, Jo Guzman ’03, Travis Hogan ’04, and Amanda Paiz ’08. Welcome first timer Travis to the Chapter!
RECENT EVENTS— FOUNDERS DAY—Thanks to Warren Hahn ’60 for organizing another great Founders Day! Our speakers were: LCDR Chad Kalocinski ’02 (SEALS), LCDR Jo Guzman ’03
(Subs), former CAPT Aaron Littles, USMC ’05 (Marines), LT Amanda Paiz ’08 (Surface), and ENS
Benjamin Morris ’13 (Intel). These speakers proudly upheld the tradition of the Founders Day Banquet by providing very informative and intelligent information to the midshipmen candidates in the audience.
UPCOMING EVENTS— Army/NAVY GAME!!!—We are the hosts for this year’s gathering with the Alumni on the Hudson. By the time this is published, we will have experienced another unforgettable football afternoon. Drum & Bugle CORPS—Mark your calendars in January for the D&B Corps to perform in Tampa. NHL LIGHTNING GAME— 7 MAR 2015 is the date reserved to attend a Lightning game. MIDSHIPMAN CANDIDATE PICNIC—the picnic is set for 15 MAR 2015. See you there!
GENERAL (ADMIRAL) NOTES: Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/pages/USNA-Alumni-TampaSt-Petersburg/120095454740213), our Website –
(http://tampabay.usnachapters.com/home.shtm), and LinkedIn. Thanks to Dave Spoerl ’82 for maintaining the Facebook page. See you next month at Tate’s Pizza West!
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The chapter held its monthly meeting at Tate’s Pizza on Westshore Blvd. Attending were: Jerry O’Connell ’56, Bud Alexander ’56, Warren Hahn ’60, Dick Ardavany ’61, Gary Polansky ’69, Perry Dempsey ’72, Andy Andrews ’74, John Kamen ’77, Don Aiken ’78, Ralph Quarles ’79, James Hamm ’84, Steve Swift ’87, Jim Newsome ’90, Dan O’Shea ’91, Eric Thiel ’95, Ryan Torgrimson ’95, Jamie Keith ’05, Amanda Paiz ’08, and Calem Harris ’09.
RECENT EVENTS—Army/NAVY PARTY—We met the WOOPs to do battle watching the army/NAVY Game We had a great time and celebrated our 14th consecutive victory. LIGHTNING GAME—We joined with our brethren from the Hudson to attend a fun-filled NHL hockey match of the Tampa Bay Lightning. Thank you Steve Swift ’87 for organizing a great event (again).
UPCOMING EVENTS – ATHLETIC DIRECTOR LUNCHEON— Chet Gladchuk, our AD will be here to speak to the Chapter.Bud Alexander ’56 is organizing the event. Stay tuned for details!
MIDSHIPMAN CANDIDATE PICNIC— March 13th is the date for our annual Midshipman Candidate Picnic at MacDill AFB. GENERAL (ADMIRAL) NOTES: Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/pages/USNA-Alumni-TampaSt-Petersburg/120095454740213), our Website –
(http://tampabay.usnachapters.com/home.shtm), and LinkedIn. Thanks to Dave Spoerl ’82 for maintaining the Facebook page. NEW YEAR, NEW DUES—Our motivated Treasurer, Jim (SWODOG)
Newsome ’90, is always eager to accept dues to support our Chapter’s Mission of supporting the Alumni Association Mission and the Naval Academy. Since it is a new year, those paying annual dues may send
their $25 (or more, $25 per year) to: Jim Newsome ’90, 16308 Bridgeglade Lane, Lithia, FL 33547
COMMUNICATIONS — Stay up to date with our alumni activities by making sure that our chapter secretary, Perry Dempsey ’72, has your email address. If you are not receiving monthly comms, make sure Perry has you on distro! Perry’s e-ddress: dempseypw@msn.com.See you next month – first
Wednesday, 6 pm - at Tate’s Pizza West!
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Congratulations to our USNA class of 2017 on their service assignments! We hope all our Navy and Marine Corps family and friends are having a wonderful year! In attendance at our monthly meeting at Tate’s Pizza were: Jerry O’Connell ’56, Warren Hahn ’60, Tom Draude ’62, Miller Detrick ’63, Gary Palansky ’69, Perry Dempsey ’72, Bill Graham ’72, Chris Heath ’72, Philip Davis ’74, Bud Sawyer ’74, Blaise Miller ’76, Stanley Gray ’77, John Kamen ’77, Don Aiken ’78, Marty Drake ’78, James Hamm ’84, Steve Swift ’87, Ty McCarthy ’88, Carl Newman ’89, Harris Halverson ’90, Jim Newsome ’90, James Castano ’91, Matt Poage ’94, Bill Breckenridge ’96, Clay Robinson ’96, Jaime Keith ’05, Davidson Taveras ’05, Brett Dasher ’10 (New Member!).
RECENT EVENTS – ARMY/NAVY FOOTBALL – Despite the outcome of the annual football rivalry against Army, the local NAVY chapter enjoyed the opportunity to host the viewing party with over 150 Annapolis and 81Bay Brewing Co. Great venue, great camaraderie! BRAVO ZULU to James Hamm ’84, Jim Newsome ’90, and the entire planning committee. CHAPTER ELECTIONS – thank you to those who voted and to those who have volunteered to help lead our chapter. President – Don Aiken ’78 VP – Chris Heath ’72 Secretary – Davidson Taveras ’05 Treasure – Jim Newsome ’90 Communications Director –
Steve Swift ’87 Board Member – Warren Hahn ’60 Board Member – Tom Draude ’62 Board Member – Gary Polansky ’69 Board Member – James Hamm ’84 Board Member – Janel Brown ’97 Lightning Hockey – We had the pleasure of enjoying a hockey night on February 4th as the Tampa Bay Lightning hosted the Anaheim Ducks. Steve Swift ’87 took the helm again in organizing support for our local franchise – voted #1 franchise in ESPN’s Ultimate Standings in 2016! More than 40 alumni were in attendance – great turnout and thanks to all those who were able to participate in this great event.
Information Day Picnic – Held on March 12th this recruiting event connected potential future USNA
Candidates in the Tampa Bay area with current midshipmen, alumni, Blue & Gold Officers, and admissions officers. In addition to learning about the admissions process, candidates learned much more about life at the Academy and the tremendousopportunities upon graduation. Montford Point Marines Gold Medal Ceremony – Stanley Gray ’77 was in attendance for this remarkable event that posthumously awarded Pfc. Charles Robert Fountain with the Congressional Gold Medal at MacDill AFB this past January. Presenting the award was LT GEN William Beydler, USNA ’81. UPCOMING EVENTS –
Army-Navy Golf – For all the golfers out there, we need to start fielding a team to take on and “Beat Army!” The competition is tentatively scheduled for May so stay tuned for more details. Tampa Bay Rays Baseball – Tampa in the spring and the bats are in full swing. Join us in May for some fun and entertainment at Tropicana Field! Look for details on our Facebook page. Tampa Bay Navy League – The
Tampa Navy League will be recognizing our local students chosen to represent USNA C/O 2021!  We hope you can come out and support our future leaders.
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Founder’s Day cake cutting -- L-R Perry Dempsey ’72, Chris Heath ‘72, MIDN Trevor Bennati '21 of St. Pete Beach, Doug Kirkland ‘72, Bill Graham ‘72
Tampa Bay area members of the Class of 1972 attended their 45th class reunion in Annapolis in October.
In attendance at our monthly meeting at Tate’s Pizza were: Don Aiken ’78, Matt Poage ’94, James
Castano ’91, Josh Greene ’99, Mark Becker 77, Jerry O’Connel ’56, Perry Dempsey ’72, Bill Graham ’72, Chris Heath ’72, Blaise Miller ’76, James Hamm ’84, Jim Newsome ’90, Warren Hahn ’60, John Butterfield ’59, John Kamen ’77, Miller Dietrick ’63, and Dave Fuson ’82.
Recent events:
New Chapter Members – First we would like to recognize our newest chapter members: Josh Smith ’90
and Andy Butterfield ’85. Army - Navy Football – approximately 150 USNA and USMA alumni gathered at 81Bay Brewing for the 118th meeting between the Mids and Cadets. On a cold and snowy day in Philadelphia, the two teams played tough but in the end it was Army hoisting the Commander-In-Chief’s trophy for the first time in 21 years. Our hats-off to all the players and coaches for a great season.
Upcoming events: Lightning Hockey – this has become an annual tradition. Scheduled for February 17, 2018 please check out our Facebook page for more details. Information Day Picnic – a great event for aspiring USNA candidates to meet current students and alumni in the local area. The event will be held in March; details are posted on our Facebook page.
General (Admiral) notes – Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/ pages/USNA-Alumni-TampaSt-Petersburg/120095454740213?sk=wall), our Website – https://
usnatampabay.com/ and LinkedIn. Dues – Annual membership is $25 per year. Dues may be mailed
to our Treasurer, Jim Newsome ’90, or pay online via PayPal at\ https://usnatampabay.com/
Communications – Stay up-to-date with our alumni activities by making sure, that our chapter secretary,
Davidson Taveras ’05, has your email address. Contact Davidson at Davidson.Taveras@gmail.com. See you next month – first Wednesday, 6pm at Tate’s Pizza!
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At our November meeting we shed a few tears into our beers for Navy Football, but smiled when we spoke of our Founder’s Day Dinner and the Veterans Day Luncheon with RADM David Hahn ’85 - Director of the Office of Naval Research. We hold our monthly meetings at Tate’s Pizzeria on Westshore on the first Wednesday of each month at 1800. Look forward to seeing you there and your first drink is on us if you are a newbie! November Meeting Attendees: Chris Heath ’72, Jim Newsome ’90, Perry Dempsey ’72, Warren Hahn ’60, James Hamm ’84, Jane Lochner ’84, Miller Detrick ’63, James Castano ’91, John Butterfield ’59, Andrew Butterfield ’85, Gary Polansky ’69, Steve Swift ’87, and Ron Seits ’88. 

RECENT EVENTS: 
Never Quit! Navy Football! The Tampa chapter still got together and enjoyed watching Navy Football at two locations in the Tampa Area, O’Brien’s Irish Pub & Grill in Brandon and The Sports Bar in St. Pete.
TAMPA BAY FOUNDER’S DAY DINNER 
With nearly 210 folks attending, including 75 students, we had a fantastic Founder’s Day Event on October 10th. Four speakers from the classes of 2005 through 2010 discussed all the warfare specialties and how the Naval Academy helped shape and prepare them for their warfare challenges! 
Alumni attendees included: Don Aiken ’78, Bud Alexander ’56, Jon Bayless ’79, Janel Brown ’97, John Butterfield ’59, Tim Casey ’83, Angelique Colon ’10, Paul Colon ’07, Stephen Coppins ’75, Peter Damisch ’75, Rick Dau ’64, Perry Dempsey ’72, Stanley Gray ’77, Warren Hahn ’60, James Hamm ’84, Chris Heath ’72, Carly Keller ’05, Jane Lochner ’84, Paul Matthews ’85, Rebecca Myers ’03, Jim Newsome ’90, Jerry O’Connell ’56, Dick Petrucci ’61, Karen Quilty ’89, John Schmidt ’92, Dave Spoerl ’82, Swift Steve ’87, Will Trafton ’66, Curtis Wold ’88, George Corrigan ’74, Clayton Heyward ’06, Scott Simeral ’10, Christina Peters ’10, and AJ Walker ’05.
Veterans’ Day Luncheon: On 12 November 2018, RADM David J. Hahn ’85, USN, Chief of Naval Research, provided a briefing to 40 USNA, USMA, and USAFA alumni, guests, and interested citizens. The briefing discussed the rising threat of China’s Navy and naval strategy, as well as new technologies which are influencing our view of future warfare. Alumni attendees included: Jon Bayless ’79, Janel Brown ’97, John Butterfield ’59, Andy Butterfield ’85, Tim Casey ’83, Terry Cullen ’69, Perry Dempsey ’72, Miller Detrick ’63, Malcolm Fossett ’58, Tony Gray ’92, RADM David Hahn ’85, Warren Hahn ’60, Jeffrey Hahn ’88, Chris Heath ’72, Blaise Miller ’76, Jim Newsome ’90, Gary Polansky ’69, Terry Silva ’73, and Steve Swift ’87. 
FUTURE EVENTS – 
March 10th - Proposed Date for Candidate Information Day Picnic 
CHECK US OUT: 
Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook. com/pages/USNA-Alumni-Tampa St-Petersburg/120095454740213? sk=wall), our Website –https:// usnatampabay.com/ and LinkedIn 
Dues – Annual membership is $25 per year. Dues may be mailed to our Treasurer, Jim Newsome ’90, or paid online via PayPal at https:// 
usnatampabay.com/ 
Communications –Stay up to date with our alumni activities by making sure that our Communications Director, Steve Swift ’87, has your email address. Contact Steve at sswift@1987.usna.com.
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Recent EVENTS: Tampa Bay Alumni Association hosted a very successful Founders Day event on 9 October, with roughly 140 attending. The local students and parents heard from four fairly recent alumni who spoke about their academy experience and represented their warfare specialty. Along with 30 other alumni, special guests were chapter members RADM Jon Bayless ’79 USN (Ret.), BGen Tom Draude ’62 USMC (Ret.), and visiting guest Gen Chuck Krulak ’64 USMC (Ret.), former Commandant of the Marine Corps. Special thanks to the NJROTC unit from Admiral Farragut Academy in St. Petersburg who provided the color guard, and again to Rebecca Myers ’03 for leading the volunteer efforts. See you next year! We hold our monthly meetings exat Tate’s Pizzeria on Westshore on the first Wednesday of each month at 1800. Look forward to seeing you there and your first drink is on us if you are a newbie! 
November Meeting Attendees: Jerry O’Connell ’56, Warren Hahn ’60, Tim Corcoran ’67, Bill Goodwin ’67, Gary Polansky ’69, Perry Dempsey ’72, Chris Heath ’72, Bill Graham ’72, Blaise Miller ’76, Carl Cramb ’81, Paul Matthews ’85, Steve Swift ’87, Carl Newman ’89, Dan O’Shea ’91, Jon Calvert ’95, Janel Brown ’97, Alex Nelson ’99, Nick Pinkston ’04, Shane O’Connor ’09 and Tim Keily ’09. 
FUTURE EVENTS: 28 March: Tampa Bay Lightning Game CHECK US OUT: Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www. facebook.com/pages/USNA-Alumni-TampaSt-Petersburg/ 120095454740213?sk=wall), our Website – https://usnatampa bay.com/ and LinkedIn
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Recent Events: Fortunately, due to the beautiful fall weather in Tampa Bay and plentiful socially distant outdoor seating, we were able to get together in person for the first time since March. In the area of local alum excelling in their post-Navy/Marine Corps careers we would like to recognize Fr. Tim Corcoran ’67, our esteemed chapter Treasurer, who had his official portrait hung in the federal courthouse in Tampa on November 4th, recognizing his remarkable career as a United States Bankruptcy Judge. We would also like to recognize the following area alumni for continuing their service to the country through their election to local political offices: 
Scott Franklin ‘86 - House of Representative - FL-15 
Laura Tillinghast-Hine ‘97 Pinellas District 1 School Board 
Fiona McFarland ‘08 - FL State House - District 72 
Congrats to all! 
Besides the good news, there have been a few sad notes recently for area alumni. One of our own, Captain Jerome A. O’Connell, USNA Class of 1956, passed away on November 7, 2020. Upon graduation from the Naval Academy in 1956, Jerry began a distinguished career of thirty years of commissioned service. Career highlights included assistant professors in the Navy ROTC program at Columbia, and the History Department at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point; naval advisor to the Vietnamese Navy in Vietnam; White House Social Aide; and Commanding Officer of the USS Bristol County
(LST1198). Retiring to Florida in 1986, he combined ambitious travel with civic/volunteer work in church and charitable organizations. USNA alumni at the funeral were Father Tim Corcoran ’67, Chris Heath ‘72, Bud Alexander ‘56 (Jerry’s classmate), and Steve Swift ‘87. Father Tim gave the eulogy. Very heartfelt and moving - Jerry will be missed.
On the lighter, but still a bit sad, side the Navy vs. University of South Florida football game, originally scheduled for 21 November, was postponed due to COVID-19. We’re hoping that the two teams and the Conference can come up with an alternate date in the future. 
We hold our monthly meetings at Tate’s Pizzeria on Westshore on the first Wednesday of each month at 1800. Look forward to seeing you there and your first drink is on us if you are a newbie! 
October (in person!) Meeting attendees:
Tom Draude ‘62, Tim Corcoran ‘67, Gary Polansky ‘69, Perry Dempsey ‘72, Chris Heath ‘72, Duane Lafont ‘78, Jane Lochner ‘84, Paul Matthews ‘85, Steve Swift ‘87, Leon Jablow ‘91, Jon Calvert ‘95, Janel Brown ‘97, Tim Keily ‘09, Matt Leyndyke ‘09, Brian Tsai ‘16, and the parents of Justice Mermerian ’23. 
November meeting attendees:
Gary Polansky ’69, Chris Heath ’72, Bill Graham ’72, Perry Dempsey ’72, Don Aiken ’78, Mark Arnold ’80, Jane Lochner ’84, Paul Matthews ’85, Brock Stolley, ’84, Tish Wold ’87, Tom Mercer ’87, Steve Swift ’87, Leon Jablow ’91, Christopher Thompson ’92, Janel Brown ’97, Matt Leyndyke ’09, Chelsea Buckholtz, ’09, Tim Keily ’09, and Brian Tsai ‘16 
Future events: TBD 
Check us out: 
Look for the Chapter on our Facebook Page (https://www. facebook.com/pages/USNA-Alumni-TampaSt-Petersburg/120095454740213?sk=wall), or our Website – http:// tampabay.usnachapters.net/
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